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The Occaſion of the Following Diſcourſe. 
INC E the late General Liberty, the Anabaptiſts 
bh. (thinking themſelves thereby let looſe upon 4 ) have 
W diſper ſt themſelves into ſeveral Counties: Endeavou- 
ring to dram away our People from us; y per ſwading 

em to Renounce their firſt D:dication to God in Baptiſm, & 
o enter into their Communion after the Way of Dipping. 


One of their Teaching Diſciples having ſet up in our Neigh: 


ourbood for making Proſchtes, by Re-baprizang them in a na- 
fy Horſe-pond ; into which th? filth of the adjacent Stable oc- 
aſionally flows 3 and ont of which his deluded Converts come 
orth with ſo nuch Mudd and Filthineſs upon them, that they 
ather reſembled Creatures ari ſing out of the Bottomleſs Pit, 
han the Candidates of Holy Baptiſm, and all this before a 
romiſcuous Multitude in the face of the Sun, . 
My Spirit hereat was juſtly moved, (as Ithinł every good 


ant ought to be) and I could not but paſſionately mourn, - 


hat ſuch a Sacred Inſtitut ion of our Bleſſed Saviour, and one 
Bf cbe moſt venerable Myſteries of our Religion ſhould be thus 
roſtstuted and expoſed to publick contempt and ſcorn, Hereup- 
pn 1 apprebend it my obliged Duty, to warn the People of my 
harge, of the Sin and Danger of theſe Principles and Prac- 
ces © And accordingly in my Expoſition of the Church Ca- 
echiſm, treating of, the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; I proved the 


awfulneſs, and Aſſerted the Uſefulneſs of Infant · Baptiſm- 


Ind manifeſted the Sinfulneſs of Re-baptizing. 


T bis ſo offended our Waterman, that he ſent me a Letter, 5 


charging me wit h delivering Scriptureleſs Doctrine, and deſi» 


ring that he might hear from me. Whereupon ſcon after I ment 5 
to hig Meeting- Place, and before the People demanded the Jus 
vice of him to hiar the dictrine, which unheard he had charged 


with falſlnod, and then required him to make good bis charge. 
And tif better to compoſe and prepare the minds of the Au- 
Atory, as alſo for obtaining a Bleſſing upon the Truths delivers 


5 {I beg an with humble Invocation,and calling upon Almigh- 3 
God for his Influence and Aſſiſt ance in the following Prayer, ² 
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"0" Eternal and 4 Ales God! Who ſhewelt t 
them that be in Error the Light of thy Truth, 1 
the intent that they may return into the way of Righte 
dulneſs; we moſt humbly beſeech Thee at this time ta en 
lighten our Underſtanding ſavingly, in the Knowledg 
of thy Mind and Will, that we may be guided into ai 
Irruth neceſſary to our Salvation. Great is our natur- 
blindneſs and ignorance, but Thou haſt promiſed that th 
Word and thy Spirit ſuall never depart from us. Ma 
we then at all times be taught of God, and made wiſ 
3 unto Salvation; Thou fitteſt in Heaven that teach 
= + eſt Hearts: Who teacheth like God ? 
| Aſſiſt, we pray thee, thy ſervant in the delivery of th 
preſent Meſlage, fingly to aim at thy Glory, and com 
-\ paſſionately to endeavour the Right information of thi 
peoples Judgments, and to deſire the Salvation of theii 
immortal Souls: To that end, let thy Holy Spirit ſe 
influence their minds and wills, that they may hear th 
Word without prejudice, that they may entertain th 
Truths without partiality, that they may obey from 3 
the Heart the form of Doctrine deliverd to them, how” 
contradictory ſoever it may be to their private Opini 
ons, or ſecular Intereſts. All which we humbly beg, in 
the Name and Mediation of the infinitely worthy Jeſus} 4 
Who hath both directed and commanded us, when wet © 
: Pray, to ſay, Our Father, &c. 5 


— __—__ 


— 


2 


by Theſe Two. following Books by the ſame Author. 
The Poor Man's Help, and Young, Man's Guide; containing 
1. Doctrinal Inſtructions for the right informing bis Judgment 
2. Practical Directions for the general Courſe of his Life. 3. Par: 
ticular Advices for the well managing of every day; with Refe 
rence to his, I. Natural Actions. 11. Civil Imployment. III. Ne 
ceflary Recreations. IV. Religious Duties particularly, 1. Pray- 
er, publick in the Congregation, private in the Family, ſecret in 
the. Cloſet. 2. Reading in the Holy Scriptures 3. Hearing, © 
the Word Preathed. 4. Receiving of the Lords Supper. U. 
- which is added an earneſt Exhortation unto all Chriſtians to en 
Love and Practice of Univerſal Holineſs. 
— His Sermon at Mr. Gurnal's Funeral Sermon. Both Printed fo. 
Tae loid by Tho Par Mur at the Bible and T bree- Grows | in —_— 
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Of 2 Baptiſm, 1 


he Subſtance of the following Dise 


courſe was Deli ver d under the enſuing Propo⸗ 
fitions. 


1 
— —— — ðʒ — 


—— — 


At Lanham in Suffolk, 1691. 
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Prop. ＋ Hat Baptiſm by Water is a Sacrament of 
| the New Teſtament, inſtitured by Jeſus 
Inriſt, for the ſolemn Admiſſion of the Party baptized 
to the Chriſtian Church; and to be a Sign and Seal 
to him of the Covenant of Grace. 
2. Prop. That not only thoſe who do actually profeſs 
aith in Jeſus Chriſt, but the Infants of ſuch Profeſſors, 
Bay and ought to be Baptized. | 
3. Prop. That Baptiſm Adminiſtred to perſons in 
eir Infancy, is much more uſeful and advantagious, 
an when omitted in Youth, and afterwards adminis 
ed in riper Years. | 
4. Prop. That Baptiſm ought but once to be admini- 
ed 1 any Perſon, and ought not to be reiterated or 
peate 
5 Prop, That Dipping. or Plunging of a Perſon into 
Water, in the Act of Baptizing is not neceſſary z 
t Baptiſm is rightly adminiſtred by pouring or ſprink⸗ 
Wg- Water upon the Perſon baptized. 
6. Prop. That the Efficacy of Baptiſm is not tyed ta. 
Fat moment of time wherein it is adminiftred; but it 
a Chriſtian's duty to make a daily improvement of 
$ Baptiſmal Vom, as an Engagement to the Practice of 
”"Siverſal Holineſs. 
As to the firſt of theſe Propoſitions, namely,that Bap- 
mby Water is an Ordinance of Chriſt {till in force; 
Pu | of the Oops 3 on and we are agreed: 
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_—. Of Toit Baptiſm. 
And I know of none that call themſelves Chriſtian 
who deny Water-Baptiſm to be an Ordinance of ou 


Baptiſt. 


bere the Rigkteous Judgment of God upon them, ought 


the whole of their Religion being little elſe than Frea 
 Kiſhneſs and Enthuſiaſm. 


the ſecond Propoſition; Touching the Subjects capabl 
of Baptiſm : who the perſons are which may and — 


af the Covenant, from their being in Covenant, anc 


and do admit Infants to Baptiſm. Secondly, 1 ſha 


| Theo as ; the Kin Infants were Circumciſed; 


Saviour, except the Quakers, who tell us, it was! 
Temporary diſpenſation: And ended with John xl 


Many of theſe Quakers were once your Proſelytes, anc 


with ſeriouſneſs and ſadneſs of Spirit do be remark'd fot 
deny ing Infant Baptiſm, they are given up to deny al 
Water-Baptiſm, and to. decry all Goſpel-Ordinances 


The great Controverſie betwixt us and you, lies it 


to be Baptized. All ſuch as do actually profeſs Faith it 
Chriſt, and Obedience to him, ſay you, and ſo ſay wi 
too: But not only ſuch, for the Infants alſo of ſuct 
Profeſſors may and ought to be Baptized. 

Therefore for the clearing and confirming of this Pro 
poſition : I ſhall Firſt, propgund to your Conſideration 
ſeveral Arguments drawn from ti e Holy Scriptures fo 
Infant Initiation, ſhewing, the Infant's right to che Sea 


that by- Virtue of this Right, the Primitive Church ol 
Old, and all the Reformed Churches at this day did 


anſwer the Objections which the Oppoſers of Infant 
Baptiſm do make againſt thoſe Arguments. 


1. Arg. if the Infants of the Jews were partakers of þy 
Circumciſion ; then the Infants of Chriſtians, may and o 
ought to be partakers cf Baptiſm. | | B 

But the Jewiſh Infants were partakers of Circumciſiſ v 
on: Therefore Chriſtian Infants may and. oyght to bY x 
partakers of Baptiſm. 


If Baptiſm. ſucceeds in the room of a 


"I 


13 


nfants of Chriſtians may and ought to be Baptized ; 
But Baptiſm ſucceeds in the room of Circumciſion. 
herefore as their Children were Circumciſed then, ſo 


nay ours be Baptized now. l 
If you deny that Baptiſm ſucceeds in the room of 
ircumciſion, I prove it by a double Argument. 


tian 
of ou 
vas; 
2 tif 


| 70 1. If Baptiſm ſucceeds not in the room of Circum- 

17 Kciſion; then either Circumciſion is not Aboliſhed, or 
oelſe ſome other Ordinance ſucceeds in the room of Cir- 

3 Fcumciſion. But to ſay that Circumciſion is not Aboliſhed, * 


ICES? 


real Vertually to deny that Chriſt is come in the fleſh; and 


no other Ordinance is pretended to ſucceed in the room 
of Circumciſion. Therefore Baptiſm undoubtedly ſuc- 
ceeds, or nothing ſucceeds in the room of Circumciſion, 

2. Again, If Baptiſm fignihes the ſame thing that 
Circumciſion did, and ſerves for the ſame end, for 
which Circumciſion was; then Baptiſm doth certainly 
f q ſucceed in the room of Circumciſion. N 
ue But Baptiſm now ſigniſies the ſame thing to us which 
Circumeiſion did to the Jews of old, and ſerves for the 
ſame end to us, which Circumciſion did to them; There- 
fore Baptiſm under the Goſpel ſucceeds Circumciſion un- 
der the Law, and conſequently as the Jewiſh Infants were 

Circumciſed, ſo may ours be Baptiſed. | 
That Baptiſm ſignifies the ſame thing that Circumci- 
© ſion did, and is uſed for the ſame end for which Circum- 
* was, will manifeſtly appear by the enſuing Paral- 

el. 

What did Circumcifion ſignifie but the Corruption of 
Humane Nature? it told the Jews that their Children 
brought ſomething into the World with them, which 
ought to be early cut off and caſt away. And what does 
Baptiſm now ſignifie but the impurity of our Natures 
which ſtand in need of the Blood of Feſus Chriſt to pu- 
rifie and cleanſe them, of which the Water in Baptiſm 
is a Sign? 2555 hy er 5 
And what was the end of e ? Was it oat 
N N eee 4 ” £3 t 5 
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' The Lawfulneſs 'of Infant-Baptiſm. 3 "i 


3 be Laufulzeſs of Infant — 


the Sacrament of | initiation ? Did not all Perſons enter 


_ at this door into the Jewiſh Church? And are not we 


by Baptiſm inducted into the Chriſtian Church? 


Was not Circumciſion then a diſcriminating Sign 
to diſtinguith the ſeed of Abraham from all other Peo-| 

ple under Heaven? And are not we by being baptized 
now into the Name of Chriſt, diſtinguiſhed from all} 


people in the World whatſoever? Did Circumciſion 


then comprehend Perſons of all Ages? Were Infants 
and Children ſolemnly iditiated as well as grown Men! ? | 
Would not Almighty God have an. Infant of eight days 4 
61d excluded then from Circumciſion for any Natural | 
incapacity? In like manner, has he no where declared 
that Infants of that Age hou'd be excluded now from 

Baptifm, they being as capable of the viſible ſign of | 
God's inyifible favour now, as they were then. But to | 


put the matter out of all diſpute, namely, that Baptiſm 


doth ſucceed in the Room of Circumciſion, take St. Pauls 


eſtimony. Col. 2. 11, 12. 1s whom alſo ye are Circum- 


ciſed, with the Circumciſion rate without” Hands, by the 


Circumciſion of- Chriſt, bur yed with him in Ba pia. 08. 
ſerve here, that the deſign of the Apoſtle is to take the 
Coloſſi ans off from the old Sacramental Right of Circum- 
ciſion. He informs them that there was no reaſon why 


_. they ſhould be ſo fond of it, for they were Compleat | 
43 - without. it; becauſe. Chriſt bad ſubſtituted a new Cir- 


cumciſion in the Room of it, as being more ſuitable to 


the Goſpel - ſtate, namely Baptiſm; and accordingly | 


Chriſtians may now be ſaid by Baptiſm to be ſpiritually 
Arcumciſed, as the Jews of old might be ſaid * Cir - 


| cumciſ on to be ſpiritually baptized. 


| Oedt ion agaiuſt thy Argument. 
There was, ſay the Arabajtilts, an expreſs Com- 


mand in ſo many Words for Circumciſion; but there 
is no ſuch expreſs command for Infant-Raptiſm, Gen. 17. 
V. 9, requires Infants to be Circumciſed, but ſhew us a 
Text in all the New Teſtament that ſays, Let lf aut; be 
| Niked. 9 1. Ta 


* 


2 


— ne ee n SOS SS OSS 


The Lawfulneſs of Tufant Baptiſm. TM 
ter 1. To this Objection I return a threefold anſwer; 1. I 
we acknowledge that the New Teſtament, tho? it be nor 
_ Ewholly ſilent, yer ſpeaks very little touching the caſe of 
gnWInfants, and that (as I conceive) for theſe twa Reaſons, 
o- i. Becauſe the Old Teſtament {peaks ſo much in their 
ed Wcaſe, therefore the New Teſtament ſpeaks fo little; the 
all Old Teſtament fully declares the mind of God, that 
on Wnot only Believers, but all their Seed, ſhould be owned 
nts Nas his Covenant-ſervants- Thus in Deut. 29. 10, 12. 
n? Ire ſtand bere before the Lord this day, you and your lutle 
ys ones, to enter into the Covenant with the Lord thy God, The 
ral Old Teſtament plainly informs us, that Children in 
ed their Infancy were admitted Members of the viſible 
Mm Church. Now what need is there that the ſame thing 
of be repeated over again in the New Teſtament, which is 
to ſo frequently and fully aſſerted in the Old? For it is 
mm not the Old Teſtament alone, nor the New Teſtament 
ut alone, but both together, that contain the rule of Faith 
n- and practice. For as much then, as one Teſtament 
he doth ſo freely caſt its Light upon the other, we muſt 
b- take heed that we do not undervalue and reject an Old 
he Teſtament-Text, as no ways uſeful to clear and eſtabliſh. 
n- Ba New Teſtament-Truth. The Jews reject the New 
ny Teſtameat, and the Anabapriſts (in the caſe before us) 
at I ſinfully light the Old; but without the help of both, 
r- Ewe can never underſtand the mind of God in either. 
to 2. So litcle is ſaid in the New Teſtament, about Bapti- 
ly ing Infants, becaufe the cuſtom of Baptizing them was 
ly common, and the Practice conſtant in the Jewiſh Church, = 
r- Wat, and before, our Saviours coming. Whilſt Citcame © 
ciſion was the Covenanting Sign, Baptiſm was the pu- 4 
rifying Ceremony among the Fews : For when any of 
n- the Gentiles were admitted into the Jewiſh Church, both 
re parents and Children were firſt Circamciſed, and then 
« waſhed, in token of cleanſing them from the filth of 
their Heatheniſm; ſo that Baptiſm among the Jews. 
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/ conſtantly went along with Circumciſion in proſelyting 
the Gentiles, till our Saviour's time, And when our Lord 
entred the Stage of his publick Miniſtry ; he nulls and 


makes void the ſeverer Ordinance of Circumciſion, ang! 
ſubſtitutes Baptiſm, the ſofter and milder Ordinance in 
its ſtead, as moſt ſuitable to the ſweetneſs and gentleneſs] 


of the Goſpel· ſtate. This our Learned Divines, Ligbe- 


Foot, Laylor, and Hammond, have abundantly proved, 
out of the Jewih Writers, to the full ſatisfaction of ſuch! 

as are capable of receiving it. | 

If now you ask, why our Saviour did not particular- 


Iy Name Infants, when he inſtituted Baptiſm in the 


room of Circumciſion ; the anſwer is, becauſe there was 


no occaſion for it, What need our Saviour declare 


that Infants ought to have the Seal of the Covenant ap- 
plyed to them, when ic was never deny*d them? What 
need he bid them Initiate Infants,when *twas never others | 


wiſe ? Indeed if lnfants had never had the Seal of the cove- 


nant applyed to them before, it had been highly requiſite | 
that our Saviour ſhould have particularly named them 


now : But being always included before, if our Saviour 
had intended their excluſion now, he would moſt certain - 
Iy have declared it, which not being done, we may rea- 


ſonably conclude that the Admiſtion of Infants into the 


Chriſtian Church, is agreeable to our Saviour's Will. 
2. My ſecond Anſwer to this Objection, that Infants 


are no where in the New Teſtament Commanded (in 
ſſo many words) to be Baptized, is this; Altho' they are 


not particularly named ; yet they are neceſſarily inclu- 
ded in the Commiſſion given for all Nations being Bap- 
58 St. Mat. 28. v. 19. Infants being a very conſi- 
derable part of all Nations: Surely the Univerſal, (all 


Nations) does include the individuals, tho” abr Saviour 
des nat particularly name them, To clear this to your 
_  angerfſtandings, let me make uſe of an illuſtration, Sup: 


poſe the King ſhould grant his Royal Charter to make 


- this. your Market-Town a Corporation, and all the I. 


— habitants 
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The Lawfulnejs of Infant Baptiſm. 7 
bitants of it Free-Men; would any be ſo idle as to 


ſuppoſe that this Royal Grant doth not include your 
Children, becauſe it doth not particularly name them? 


1s not the Son of a Free- Man, a Free- Man as well as 
T his Father? Thus here in the Sacred Charter and Roy- 
al pattent of the Covenant of Grace, which is Sealed by 


Baptiſm. All the Privileges and Promiſes of that Co- 
venant granted to Believers, concern their Children as 
well as themſelves, As 2. v. 38. The premiſe is to Joh 


and to your Chilai t Chat is, the promiſe of the Cove- 


nant belongs to you and yours. The infants then of 
Believing Chriſtians are included together with them- 


; ſelves, tho? not particularly named- 


2 3. To this your moit popular Objection againſt In- 


fant Baptiſm, from the ſilence of the-Scripture in that 


caſe, Ianſwer; That which by a juſt and neceſſary con- 
ſequence is deduced from Scripture, -is as much the 
Mind of Chriſt, as what is contain'd in the expreſs. 
Words of Scripture. The Arians of Old rejected con- 
ſequential Proofs, and required expreſs Words of Scrip- 
ture only, hoping that way to ſecure and defend their 
Errors againſt the Arguments of the Orthodox. If you 
of the Anabaptiſts perſwaſion do the ſame, know, that ij 
you deny evident and neceſſary conſequences from Scrip- 
ture, then, 1ſt. you deny your Saviour's way of Argu- 
ing; and 2dly. you condemn your own practiſte. 
1. If you will not allow Scripture conſequences, you 
diſallow our Saviour's way of arguing : For how did bg 
prove the Reſurrection againſt the Sadduces, St. Mar. 
22. v. 31. but by a Scripture conſequence, I am the G 
of Abraham, the Ged of Iſaac, and of Jacob. Here ſeems 
but little in the Text to prove the Reſurrection, byt 
there was much in the Argument, for thus our Saviour 
Argues: That to which Almighty God pronounceth 
himſelf a God, is alive, and has a true and real exiſtence. '_ 
nt Almighty God pronounceth himſelf a God to 4. 
bam, Iſaac, and Facoh, many hundred years alter 


9 1 . p 
- : * 
N . 


a 2 
ASE SS 
7 


i 
/ 


N 


= 
t 3 

{ : 
l 


* 
4 
_ ' 


. 
N 
„ 
3 * 
y 
. 
ww * 
U * 
1 


6 
= /conſtantly went along with Circumciſion in proſelyting 


- 
# \ 


— 


+ 


- 


. 
, 


\ 


le Lawfulveſs of Infant Baptiſm. 


the Gentiles, till our Saviour's time. And when our Lord 


; e  entred the Stage of his publick Miniſtry ; he nulls and 
makes void the ſeyerer Ordinance of Circumciſion, and. 
ſubſtitutes Baptiſm, the ſofter and milder Ordinance in 


its ſtead, as moſt ſuitable to the ſweetneſs and gentleneſs 
of the Golpel-ſtate, This our Learned Divines, Lighe- 


Poor, Taylor, and Hammond, have abundantly proved, 
ont of the Jewi Writers to the full ſatisfaction of ſuch | 
as are capable of receiving it. | 6 
I now you ask, why our Saviour did not particular- 

Iy Name Infants, when he inſtituted Baptiſm in the 
room of Circumciſion 3 the anſwer is, becauſe there was 


no occalion for it. What need our Saviour declare 
that Infants ought to have the Seal of the Covenant ap- 


_ Þlyedto them, when ic was never deny'd them? What 
need he bid them [nitiate Infants,when *twas never others | 
. wiſe? Indeed if lofants had never had the Seal of the cove- | 
nant applyed to them before, it had been highly requiſite 
that our Saviour ſhonld have particularly named them 


now.: But being always included before, if our Saviour 
had intended their excluſion now, he would moſt certain - 
Iy bave declared it, which not being done, we may rea- 


ſonably conclude that the Admiſfion of Infants into the 
Chriſtian Church, is agreeable to our Saviour's Will, 

2. My ſecond Anſwer to this Objection, that Infants 
are no where in the New Teſtament Commanded (in 
o many words) to be Baptized, is this; Altho' they are | 


not. particularly named : yet they are neceſſarily inclu- 
ded. in the Commiſſion given for all Nations being Bap- 


| Lie: Mat. 28. v. 19 Infants being a very conſi- 
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rable part af all Nations: Surely the Univerſal, (all 


. Nations) does include the individuals, tho? dur Saviour 
daes nat particularly name them, To clear this to your 

= ancerſtandings, let me make uſe of an illuſtration, Supr 
pda the King ſhould grant his Royal Charter ta make 
' s- your Market-Town, a, Corporation, and all the I 
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bitants of it Free-Men; would any be ſo idle as to 
ſuppoſe that this Royal Grant doth not include your 
Children, becauſe it doth not particularly name them? 
Is not the Son of a Free- Man, a Free-Man as well az 
his Father? Thus here in the Sacred Charter and Roy» 


al pattent of the Covenant of Grace, which is Sealed by 


Baptiſm. All the Privileges and Promiſes of that Co- 
yenant granted to Believers, concern their Children as 
well as themſelves, Ads 2, v. 38. The premiſe is to 
and to your Chilare hat is, the promiſe of the Cove- 
nant belongs to you and yours. Ihe infants then of 
Believing Chriſtians are included together with them- 
ſelves, tho? not particularly named. F697 
3. To this your moſt popular Objection. againſt In- 


fant Baptiſm, from the ſilence of the Seripture in that 


caſe, 7anſwer ; That which by a juſt and neceſſary con- 

ſequence is deduced from Scripture, is as much the 
Mind of Chriſt, as what is contain'd in the expreſs 
Words of Scripture. The Arians of Old rejected con- 

ſequential Proofs, and required expreſs Words of Scrip- 
ture only, hoping that way to ſecure and defend their 
Errors againſt the Arguments of the Orthodox. If yon 


of the Aabaptiſts perſwaſion do the ſame, know, that if | 


you deny evident and neceſſary conſequences'from Scrip- 
ture, then, 1ſt. you deny your Saviour's way of 
ing; and 2dly. you condemn your own practice. 
1. If you will not allow Scripture conſequences, yo 
diſallow our Saviour's way of arguing : For how did bg 
prove the Reſurrection againſt the Sadduces,' St. M. 
22. v. 31. but by a Scripture conſequence, I am the Goals 
of Abraham, the Ged of Iſaac, and of Jacob. Here ſeems 
but little in the Text to prove the Reſurrection, but 


there was much in the Argument, for thus our Saut. 


Argue: That to which Almighty God yrotionnceth,” 


himſelf a God, is alive,” and has a trut and real exiſtence. _ - | 


n Almighty God pronounceth himſelf a God to - 
une, Laas, and Jab, mapy hundred years affe? 
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| over to change the Day? The ſame ſay I: 
being Lord of his own Houſe has Power to change the 


for Womens receivin 


| W that they are includ 
Diſciples ought to partake of Chriſt's Supper; But Wo; 


Fe fas of Infant Baptiſen. 


tbeir Death, therefore: they are yet alire, and have 0 


2. Nay farther, if you deny Scripture conſequences, | 
| you can never juſtifie many of your own practices; ew 


me an expreſs Command in Scripture for praying twice 
a day in your Families, for ſaying Grace be ſore and after 


Meat, for Womens receiving the Lord's Supper for 
changing the Sabbath. Shew me a Text ( ſay) you that ſays, 
remember to baprize Infants; ſhew me a Text (ſay I) that 
ſays, temember to keep Holy the firſt Day of the Week, 


Will you ſay that Chriſt being Lord of the Sabbath, 
Chriſt 
Seal of the Covenant from Circumciſion to Baptiſm; ſo 
the Lord's Supper, will you ſay 
tho*. not name \ for all Chriſt's 


men are his Diſciples, therefore to partake of his Supper; 
and is not the Argument as ſtrong, all Chriſt's Diſciples 
ought to be baptized ? But ſome Children are his Diſ- 


. ciples, therefore to he baptized :. Children are his Diſ- 
Ake, 1. By the Scriptures Denomination, Act: 15. 


, 1% 8, 10. 2. By their Parents dedication of them to 


- Chriſt; 3. By their Parents Education of them for 
Chriſt, 4. By Chriſt's gracious Acceptation of chem 


at their-Parents Hands, S. Mark 10. 12 
2. Arg. If the Infants of Believing Chriſtians, under 


the Goſpel, are in Covenant with God, as the Jewiſh 
Infants under the Law were, then the Seal of the Cove- 


nant, — is ——_— , and ought to be 2pply'd 
But the inseaof petieeccs under the Goſpel are itt” 


- Copenant;with-God; as well as the Jeſt Infant paket 
3 the Lam were. 50 


Therefore Baptiſm, the Seal of the Covenant, ought. 


| W : to be apply?d to theſes! as Circumciſion was to them 
They bo eee once folemuly ta- 
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ingly the Scripture every where ſhews that the Prigiled: | 


The Lawfnlneſs of Infant Baptiſm. _* 9 
ken into Covenant with God, and never ſince were ſo- 
emnly caſt out, do undoubtedly continue in 4 Cove- 
nant ſtate. But Infants under the Law, were ſolemhly | 


ey God's appointment taken into Covenant with bim- 
elf, and were never ſince, by any command of God, 


caſt out; therefore they do ſtill continue in Covenant. 
That Infants under the Law were by ſpecial 7 7751 
ment from God taken into Covenant with himſelf, is evi- 


% 


dent, from Ger. 17.7. where God ſays thus to Abrabam, 


1 will eſtabliſh my Covenant betwixt Me and Thee, and thy 


Sced after Thee in their Generation, to be a God unto Chet a 


to thy Seed Whence it evidently appears, that under 
the Old Teſtament, Children were in Covenant with 


God, together with their Parents, and the New Teſta- 


ment ſpeaks as plainly that they. are ſtill in Covenant, 
Atts 2. 39. The Promiſe (that, is the Promiſe of the Cove- 
nant) is unto you and to your Seed. The Apoſtle fays not, 


the Promiſe was unto you and to your Seed, but is unto - 


you and your Seed. Again, if Infants were in Covenant 


with God under the Law, but are now caſt out by Chriſt. 


under the Goſpel, then theſe abſurditiesfollowz [© | 
1. Then Infants are in a wor ſe condition'fincethe com- 
ing of Chriſt than they were before, and ate lofers by _ 
him, inſtead of being gainers; and altho' the number of 
Infants fince Chriſt's coming, has been many thouſand 
times greater than before his coming, yet was their con- 
dition better under Ades than under Chri##, according 
to your Opinion. | e 
2. Then the priviledges of the Goſpel are ſtreighter & 
narrower than thoſe of the Law, which in the Judgment 
of judicious Calvin is a degree of Blaſphemy to affirm; 
ſurely the deſign of our Saviour's coming was not to con- 
fine the Church to narrower limits, and to curtail her” 
Priviledges, but to extend and inlarge them; and accor- 


. 


ot Chriſtians under the Goſpel, do infinitely excel 

eirs under the Law, not only in ſpirituality and liveli- 
hefs, but alſo in extent and largueſß. 3. Far- 
8 2 5 . | 8 | 4 ens 


A > FAY 
i 2 


10 The Lawfulneſs of Infant-Baptiſm. 
3. Farther yet, if it was the Will of God that Infants n 
under the Goſpel ſhould be reckoned as out of his Cove- 

- . nant, Who before were in Covenant with him, then it fol: 
lows that our Saviour, was forgetful or anfaichful to his Ic 
Church, in that he never acquainted her with this Alte- af 
ration. Can we reaſonably ſuppoſe that he would not W® 

| have inform'd his Apoſtles, when be ſent them forth ro WP"? 
gather a Church unto him out of all Nations; that it MR" 
Was his Father's pleaſure, that Children ſhould not now 
. be lookt upon as Chutch- members, altho? they had ever 
been accounted ſo before. Doubtleſs Chriſt the great MF" 
1 Prophet of his Church, would have reveal'd ſuch a con- 
ſiderable part of his Father's will unto his Apoſt les, if it 
had been ſuch; but not one word by way of prohibition 
| do we find in all the New Teſtament; from whence we 
may conclude that Chriſt's not repealing the Practice of 
WW initiating Infants, nor forbidding their admiſſion into 
| the Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm , is a ſufficient Demon- |? 
ſtration that it was his pleaſure, that they ſhould conti- 
nue in their former condition of Church-memberſhip ; 
and conſequently be baptized. Before / end this Argu- 
ment, let me ſuggeſt one thing more to your Conſidera- 
tion; namely, what a mighty ſtumbling-block this Do- 
- Etrine of the Anabaptiſts lays in the way of the Jews 
Converſion to Chriſtianity ; will this encourage a_Jew to 
embrace the Religion of Jeſus, to tell him of the high and 
= - Florious Privileges that he ſhall be intereſted in himſelf, 
upon his believing on him, but as for his Children they 
miuſt be caſt out, and numbred with Heatbens and Infi- 
_—_ dels; andaccounted as uncapable of Baptiſm, che ſign and 
_—- {cal of the Covenant of Grace, as dogs and ſwine ;. let it 
be conſidered how this opinion would invincibly preju- 
_ dice a Jewiſh parent againſt the embracing of Chriſtianity. 
Aud how would this opinion alſo fill the mouthsof ſew- 
ih Children, with clamorous & paſſionate complaing; a: 
einst Chriſtianity ; as the moſt rigorous & unkind di: WM, 
=_ penſation, for after this manner we may conceive o 


Py 


| - 
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bild of a Jew to expoſtulate his own condition. Alas] how 1 


mM ad is my eſtate like to be, if my Father a Jew by nature 
oy comes a Chriſtian by Profeſſion ? He was at eight days 
bis id made a Member of the Church by Circumciſion, his 


nancy was no bar to render him uncapable of the Cove- 

ant Bleſſing; but now if my Father becomes a Chriſtian, 

hy condition as 7 am his Child will be impaired, though 

is condition be improved; for a Chriſtian Child is found 

Pa worſe. condition than a Jews Child is left; Chriſti- 

Wnity may indeed be a good Religion for Men to die in; 
ut ſurely Judaiſm was better for Children to be born 

u, for it ſeems the Alteration of our Condition, ſince 

She coming of the Meſſiah is much for the worſe. 

in a word, all good men defire and pray for the Jews 

2nverſion, and 7 hope ſo do the Anabapri/ts alſo; but it 

evident, that this their rigid opinion concerning the in- 

Fats of Chriſtian Parents, if duly conſidered, lays a migh-  -* 


"0 y tumbliog-block in the way of the Jews Converſion. 

_ Du!bjett ion ag ainſt the ſecond Argument, j- 
* Now that which the Auabaptiſts object againſt the 
P 3 eregoing Argument for Baptizing Infants, drawn from 


heir Covenant; ſtate, is this, namely, that the Covenant 
zhich God made with Abraham, Gen. 17. in which he 
Dromiſed to be a God to Him and his Seed: was not a 
Dyenant of Grace, but of works only. A carnal co- 
epant, promiſing carnal things only; as the Land of 
anaan, and fuch like temporal Bleſſings. To which 
Objection of theirs, I return a-threetold reply. .. 

1. J affirm, that the Covenant which God made with 
Abraham, Gen. 17, was moſt certainly a Covenant of © 
Grace, as plainly appear to Me three ways. (1. )] From 
he Language and Expreſſion of it. (2.) From the Dura. 
ion and continuance of it. (3-) From the Bleſſings ande 
Benefits conveyed by it. eee 
Ohſerve 1. The Language and Expreſſion of it, Gen. 


A; I will be a God unto Thee, and to Thy Seed'after 4 
2 gte! Now is not this a pure Goſpel-phraſe, and Thews "8 
| s N 5 N | | . | , : [4 
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12 The Laufulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. 
it to be a covenant made with Abrabam in Chriſt; | 
pray! how comes Almighty God (who upon the breach: 
of the Covenant of Works, made with us in Aaam, be- 
came our enraged Enemy) to be a God unto fallen man; 
any other ways than by a Mediatour, who is Jeſus Chrilt;2F 
Called the Angel of the covenant: If then it was a cove- 
nant made with Abraham in Chriſt, it muſt neceſſarily 
be a covenant of Grace, for Almighty God was never in 
a covenant of Friendſhip with any man ſince the Fall, but 
in and through Jeſus Chriſt ; out of Whom he is a con- 
ſuming Fire, but in him our Covenant · Friend, and moſt. 
graciouſly reconciled Father. MP 0 een, 
Ovſerv. 2. The duration and continuance of this Co 
venant which Almighty God made with Abraham; the 
| Lord calls it an everlaſting Covenant, now the Covenant 
olf works which God made with Adam; was but a ſhort: Wh. 
_ laſting Covenant. I am aware that the Hebrew, word 
for Everlaſting, ſometimes in Scripture; ſigniſes no more c 
than a long continuance of time; but when the Lord 
ſays, he will be a per ſons God everlaſtingly, it denotes his} 
being ſo to all Eternity; for whom the Lord loveth wit 
2 ſpecial Love, He loves unto the end; and withont End. 
TRE Obſerve 3. The Bleſſings aud Benefits convey?d by this 
1 Covenant which God made with Abraham, do prove it 
to be a Covenant of Grace. Tobe a God unto him and 
his Seed, and that everlaſtingly, is a moſt comprehenſive 
SGoſpel Bleſſing; for hereby God gives a Perſon an In- 
tereſt in all that he is, and in all that he has, fo far as 
can be communicated to a creature. I his B leſſiug pro- 
miſed to Alraham comprebends Chtiſt, Grate and Ho- 
1 lineſs here, Glory and Happineſs hereaſter; and accor- 
dinęly we find the Apoſtle, Hebrews 8th. uſes the ſame 
Expreſſion with this of Gods to Airabam, I will be 10 
= them a God, and they ſhall be to me a People, 
2᷑. Lanſwer; that the Covenant which God thakes with 
Believers no under the Goſpel) is the very ſame foi i 
3 tance, with that which he made with Abr abam under wel Fo 
| | 2 Y 7 | N N 6 ny. cf — 4 . 1 
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a reſtament; for Abrabam js ſtill the Father of the 
F. ichful, and the believing Gentiles, under the Goſpel, are 
much bis Seed; in God's account. as the Fews were undet 
We Law; it is true, that the Adminiſtration of the Cove- 
Wot is different now from what it was in Abr aham's time, 
We the Covenant it ſelf is the ſame; for obſerve, there ne⸗ 
r were but two ways of Life to Mankind ; the one bes 
We the Fall, by perfect doing; the other fince the fall, by 
Meere Believing and Obeying. Anſwerably hereunto; 
re, can be bur two Covenants betwixt Gad and Man; 
Covenant of Works made with us in Adam, and the 
dvenant of Grace made with us in Chriſt ; the laſt of 
WEE has paſt under various Adminiſtrations, according. 
the different ages of the Church ; in Abraham's and the 
elites time 't as more obſcurely adminiſtred, under 
E Goſpel *tis more conſpicuouſly and clearly. manifeſt- 
but ſtill the Covenant, for 4ubRarice, then and now 


1 We ſame ; when there ſbre the Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the 
15 ebrews, calls ours a better Covenant than the Fews wers 
N der, * me aus not for Subſtance, but for Clearneſs. 
4. In a word, if the Covenant which God made with As 
„„ bes Covenant of Works, (as the Anabapriſts a 


m) bew comes Circumciſion, the eal of that Covenant, 
be calPd # Seal of the K WN Faith, Rom. 4. 1 1• 8 
Righteouſneſs of Faith and Works being oppoſite ? 
3. Treply, that if the Covenant which God made with 
vr abam of old, and with us now, be one and the ſame 
dvenant of Grace; then our Infant ſeed have a right to 
dptifin, the preſent Seal of the Covenant, as the Seed of 
brabam had a right to Circumciſion, the Seal of the 
Pvenant of old; if Infants: Church-Memberſhip was no 
pfurdicy then, it can be gone now; if Children were 
Covenant with God in Abrahams day, they are ſo at 
is day, waleſs we find that Almighty God has any where 
elne them from his Grate and Favout 3 which doth. 
, Appear; but rather the contrary”; for many Scrip- | 
Fes ſpeak. bf the enlat ging of our Friese 15 N 
Te) 6 B | _ 
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bol the fame priviledge ſt il, without an expreſs e 


d | 1 with-held from them. 


bs ble of benefit by Baptiſm: Therefore the latter is true 


this laſt and beſt Adminiſtration of the Covenant 0 
Grace. If then Almighty God under the Old I 8 
vouchſaſed it as a gracious priviledge unto luſants, to be 


incorporated with their Parents, and to be accounted 
Members, of his Church they muſt be declared capable 


on from God himſelt᷑ to the contrary. | 
To ſum up all then, that I judge needful to ſay upon 
this Argument; it the Covenant which God made with 
Abraham and his Seed, was a Covenant of Grace (as | 
- hope. cleariy appears to you) and if the Covenant which 
God makes with us under the Goſpel, be for ſubſtance 
the ſame with that which he made with Abraham of old; 
and if the Seal of the Covenant then, which was Circum 
Ciſion, was applied by God's appointment to all his In- 
- fani-leed,; theu by the ſame parity of Reaſon, Baptiſm, 
which is the preſent Seal of the Covenant of Grace, ought 
do be applied to infants now, unleſs Almighty God has 
declared his Pleaſure to the contrary, Which no where 
SPDPEars. 
ROY 34. lf, infants are,capable of ſpiritual benefit b 
- Baptiſm, then baptiſm may and ought to be adminiſtred by 
to Infants; if they are capable of the inward and inviſi- x 
ble, Grace; ſurely they may partake of the outward andi 
Vinble Sign: If the Word of the promiſe doth belong 
to them, ſurely the Seal of the Promiſe Ove not to be 


But the former is true, namely, that Infants are capa- 
alfs, they ovght to be baptized. 


There are.amonglt others, Two Sechs bleſings and 
ſpirizus] benefits, which Infants are capable of by Bap- 


tim; namely, the Remiſſion of their Nuss and We Re- * 
Wo Wagen of their Natures. 2 


1 iouſnels to Wrath, pon the icore of guilt contracted. 


I. Remiſſion of Sin: This being 3 an aa; — 7 vr tuj- 
8 * favour 1m God, diſcharging a Per ſon ſrom hisvw... 


Al 


2 A Lawfulneſ of Zafait Baptiſm. Wo. 15 
An lufant is certainly as capable of this Act of Favour as 


Son of a Traitor as capable of benefit, by the K ing's gra- 


Courriers declare, that whereas the Blood of that Child 
cording, to Law, its whole Inheritance became forfeited 
fant: freely, and reſtore him to all his forfeited Rights, & 


the Infant with pure water: Signify ing thereby to all 
my Subjects, that he is cleanſed from his Original Attain- 
ofi derand Corruption of Blood, and that 1 am perfecti y te- 
conciſed to him. 

I demand now, whether auß one can 0 ſay that this 
Action was inſignificant to the Child, becauſe he did not 
underſtand it; or will any ſay that che Child was unca- 
pable of waſhing, which was the ſign, when it was capa- 
ble of being acquitted from its Attainder, which was the 
thing ſignified: thereby z if then Infants are capable-of 
Remiſſion of Sin, ſurely they are capable of Baptiſm, the 


illuſtration was brought to prove. But farther, 

neration of their Natures, than they are of the Remiſſion 
of their Sins, it being certain that no untſean thing can 
muſt be allowed Infants, or Salvation muſt he denied 
H 155 Ep. ch. 3.9. Now, what hinders, but chat 


ts 2oul of an Infant, may _ capable of this ſeed, as 
ff a grown Perſon : For thus l argne: 


3 Pd "7 


tous pardon, as the Father himſelf; an illuſtration will 
ake it plain to you. Suppoſe the King ſhould fend for 
i Traicor's Child out of the Cradle, and before all his 


to the Crown; yet, ſays the King, I will pardon this In- 


in token hereof, I command one of my Miniſters to waſh 


bel Token of Remiſſion, which is the great Truth that this 
2. lofants while ſuch; are no leſs capable of the Rege- 
enter into Heaven, that none can be ſaved-whoſe natures 
are not renewed; either the ſanctifying Grace of God 
them. Regenerat ing Grace is called by St. Juba, the Secd 


a gromn Man, tho? for the preſent he doth not underftand * 
eicher the worth or the want of it, 1s not the Infant- 


7as attainted by its Father's Treaſon, aud therefore ac- 


3 
If the "Age of nt conſiſting in "Holinel 4. was re:, 
Bio B 8 ceived _ 
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Vvain a thing to hope and pray that Almighty God ſhould 


ctived by the Soul in the firſt creation, without the Soul! 
contribution to the production of it; why. may not the 
ſame Image of God be reſtored to the Soul in the new 
Creation, withogt the Souls concurrence and co-opetati- 
on to the Reſtitution of it? For why may not the Spirit. 
of God produce in an Infant that imperfect Regeneration 
whereof we are now ſpeaking, as well as he did that more 
perſect Holineſs in which our firſt Parents Were originals 
ly created + 

VPhat an high Aſſront then do theſe men a give to the 
1 Omnipotency ot the Holy Spirit, who affirm that it is as 


- Regenerate an Infant with his Holy Spirit, as to Wbt 
that he ſhou'd illuminate a Stone or a Tree. 
But if Infants are fouud capable ſubjects of mern 
ting Grace, and Remiſſion of ſin, (as I hope appears} 
then ſurely they are capable of Baptiſm; for the out ward 
and viſible ſign ought not to be deny d to ſuch as are ca- 
| yy of the inward and ſpiritual Grace: 
Ob jection npainſt the third A. gument. 
. (ay the oppoſers of Inſant Baptiſm) Infants areſſca 
by a natural incapacity rendred uncapable of any ſpiritu- Nit 
by benefit by baptiſm; therefore Baby-Baptiſm (as they in 
ſcornſully call che Ordinance) is ſinſul in the Adminiſtra- I ini 
rion, and folly in the Adminiſtrator. wi 
I Anſwer: This is the higheſt arrogancy imaginable,td Ci 


make your ſelves wiſer than Godz will you ſay Almighty rec 


God acted fooliſhly in commanding // ac to be circum-Iis 
eiſed, when be was under as natural an incapacity to anf ter 
wer the end of Circumciſion, as our children are to ap- 1 
prehend the reaſon of Baptiſm; Why do you not then 
Call. it a Baby⸗Circumeiſion? Verily if your argument 
has any force, it riſes up 2gainſt Infant- Circumciſion as 
Well as againſt lnfant-Baptiſm, becauſe Circùmciſion was 
inſtituted foi the ſame end that Baptiſm is, a. d 
ty circumciſed was under the fame natural incapacity/aith 


ble ea baptinedz Neither one, nor the other: 50 005 
od? 
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Food what was done unto them, the Jewiſh Infants only 
elt the pain of the circumciſing Knife, as our infants feel 
the coldneſs of the baptiſmal Water, but neither of them 
Wwere capable of underſtanding the ſigniſicaney of the Or- 
Wdinance. Il am aware of the trivolus Objectian, which 
You make to evade the force of this argument, by ſay ing; 
tbat Circumcifion was more proper for children than 
Baptiſm, becauſe it left an indelible character upon the 
child, and imprinted a ſigniſicant mark upon its fleſh, 
which did not WEAF out; whereas baptiſm is a tranfieng- 
Sign, and leaves no mark upon the Forehead of the bays 
tized child. 

Burthere is no force at all in this Objection, becauſe 
ho? Circumciſion did leave a mark upon the child's fleſh, 
yet the circumciſed child did not underſtand what that 5 
mark ſignify'd till it was grown up and inſtructed by the 
Parent, no more than the baptized child knows the rea- 
on of its baptiſmal waſhing, till the Parent acquaints it 
15 the Miſtery of it; ſo that the caſe is the very ſame. 

What does baptiſm (ray you) avail before the infant is 
pak of underftanding the Nature, uſe, and end of 
What did the mark, imprinted on the childrens fleſh, 
15 circumciſion (ſay 1 y profit them, hefore the Parent, 
inſtructed them, that it was the Token of God's covenant. 
with them ? So that according to your way of reaſoning, 
Circumciſion and Baptiſm ought both to have been defer=' 
red till years af Diſcretion; which, as | hinted. before, 
is to make your ſelves wiſer than God, who. knows bet- 
after than you, when to time the application. of his own, 
Ordingoces. _ \ 
Bux let us hear your Reaſons, why infants. are altogs; | 
ther uncapable of benefit by baptiſm. -. 8 
Becauſe ſay you, (1.) they want actual Faith and Re:. 1 
vat pe? (2:), becauſe they ate not capable of Miniſtgr. vj 
TI en ng. | * 
» cou Object, that children have not tual faith, and 
n cannot _—_ a * ofeſſion of their 
N . ele, 
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Believiog in Chriſt, which is the condition required R 
order to Baptiſm ; He that 11 888 and is 8 Pl 

| be Savid, &c. St. Mark 16. 15 
E I Anſwer, that *brofdn Oo actual Faith' is necefſari- 
EE. iy required before Baptiſm in al Adult- per ſons, that is, 
perſous grown to riper years, who are the Perſons whom 
our Saviour meant, when he ſaid, He that, Belzeverh and is 
baptixed, l all be ſaved; as moſt evidently appears by the 
following words, He that believeth not ſhall be damned, 
Whit ? muſt all that die in their infancy, go to Hell for 

an impoſſibility? The Text only intends ſuch as by hear- 
ing che Goſpel preactied are capable of actual Faith 
ſuch as enjoy the means of Faith, and. yet live and die in 
the neglect of Faith, and contempt of Baptiſm, ſhall ter- 
taivly be damged, 2 1%. 3.10. Says the Apoſtle, f any 
man will not work; let him not cat; that is, ſuch as are ca- 
pable of Forking, muſt work ; but muſt Children be ſtar- 
ved, becauſe they cannot labour? Thus here, Children 
lie under 2 natural incapacity of profeſſing actual Faith, 
therefore the firſt Text does not concern 7 any more 
than the latter. 2 
0. But ſay you, becauſe Children ate pen of | 

; Know edge and Faith at preſents therefore ought they 
not to be baptized at preſent. | 
I Reply; Children are capable of preſent Benefit. by 
Baptiſm, tho* they do not at preſent underſtand and be- 
lieve, to make it plain to you by a familiar Compariſon 3 
Suppoſe there was a great Plapve in this your Town, and 
Almighty God ſhould miraculouſly call eleven or twelye 
Men, 'and communicate to them a Medicine againſt the 
Plague, and bid them teach you the Inhabitants the Ver- 
mies of this Medicine: Afſuri youz that he that belies, 
veth and taketh the Remed 1 ball live, but he chat be⸗ 


— 
1 


lieveth and receiveth it not Tha die. $a. 8 4 

I demand, whither according to the Mind of Gp 185. 
* e from the. Words of this Commiſſion, the 
= 2 pieſerſtn OA be 8 only de seen £42 
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4 ons, becauſe they only are capable of vnderſtanding· [2 

od believing the Virtue and Efficacy of it; certainly 
very rational Man among you would conclude his Child 


„ W-pablc of the Remedy as well as himſelf, altho” ignorant 
a, f the Virtue that is in it, and only pallive in the admini- 
is 


ration of it: and that it, would becruelty, yea murder 
Lhe Parent to deny the Application of it to all kis Chiles 
ren, 
2. I Anſwer, that tho? Children have not atual, yet 
hey have habitual Faith; Faich in Semint, and ſo are” 
otentially Believers; as for initance, Infants have not the: | 
le of Reaſon, yet becauſe they have the principle of Rea + 
u, we call them reaſonable Creatures, the firſt day theß 
is born, Thus Infants whileſt ſuch, have not the wie. 
nd-exerciſe of Faith, but they have it in the Root, cho“ 
ot in rhe F ruit, and ſo may be called Believers initially. 
Add to this, chat Infants being born within the boſom! 
7 e we Church of Believiug Parents, the Faith of the pa- 
end is to them (at preſent) iuſtead of an out ward profeſi | 
n in their own Perſons; and thus they have Fidem Fæ- 
rr, tho? not Eidem F æderatbrum; as the Learned Pri. 
f ax ſpeaks, for tho? no Child is ſaveable by i its Parents 
N aith, yet the Child of a Believer is baptizable by virtue 
f its Parents Faith; becauſe the Parent receives the pro- 
iſe of God both for himſelf and for his Seed, Act. 2. 3.9. 
nd why may not Children be ſtiled Belie vers with reſpect 
o their Parents Faich, as well as they are ſtiled Saints 
« 24) wirkrreſpect to their Parents Profeſlion, i Cor. J. 14. 
2. Your 2d. Obje&tion againſt my 3d. Argument, is 
his: Infants are not capable of Miniſterial Teaching; 
1 not of baptiſmal Waſhing ; becauſe; Teaching 
Ai before Baptizing, according to the order of the 
$ in our Sayiours Commiſſion, St. ene v. 196" 
0 7 each and Baptize, all Nations. 


— L 


| er of the words, the: neceſſary order of things. 
? . 9 « Foe es. eee N ä but „ 
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1, L anfver, it is a mighty weaknef to ian as; « 


either way. But, 


« ciples firſt Teach and then Baptize, becauſe he was now 


>— 


. 


Soats ? Bur, according to your principles, Chrilt's Fold 
- has no Lanibs in it, but all Sheep; ſuch a folds a 
World ate heard of. See iſa 40." 7. 11. * 


4 a 2 20 re Lavfulvefs of 7 Infant Baptiſm, 


niſtration of the Sacrements. Should the King of Eng- 
land fend. his Miniſters into Forreigu Plantations, to 
convert the Indiuns to Chriſtianity; They onght not 


but when che Parents are Proſelyted and make a Viſible 


the ſenſe of our Saviour is chis's, Teach ſuch as are ca- 


pable of teaching, and Capri ſuch” as are capable of 
Baptiſm. 


ſhould command his Sheperd, tö ſhear all his Sheep, 


leave out all the Lambs, (which perhaps made up halt | 


af Auner, bur were they not capable of Marking ? 


Murk ſets baptiziug before teaching, Ch. 1. ver, 4. 80 
that no concluſive Argument can be drawn from chence 


2. Qbſerve the true Reaſon why Chriſt bid his Diſ- 
ſending his Apoſtles forth among ſt the Heathen, to con- 


vert them to Chriſtianity; in which Work we all know 
that the Pfeaching of the Word muſt go before the Admi⸗ 


to be Baptized before they are taught and inſtructed, 


Profeſſion of their Faith, their Children may be baptized, 
and atter wards inſtructed, as the Children of the Jewiſh 
Proſettytes were firſt Gircumciſed; and then Taught; for 


tho? Abrabum was firſt Taught, and then Circumciſed, $1 


yet Iſaac was firſt circumciſed, and then taught. So that 


1 will, bete the matter to you by a plain f mili- 
tude. Suppoſe a Perſon, owner of a great Flock of Sheep, 


and give them an Ear-mark to know them by, ſhould 
the Sheperd ſhear tke Sheep, and only mark them, and 


the fold) uomark'd, can the Sheperd be ſuppoſed to 
have dune his duty! ? Suppoſe he ſays, the Lambs were 
very young, and uncapable of Shearing; true, ſays t the 


- Infants, ſay you, are not capable of Teaching; but are 
they not capable of Chriſt's Ear- mark, ( Baptiſm) by 
which Chriſt's Sheep are diſtingniſhed from the Devil's 


4. arg, 
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fe Laus of Infant Baptiſm. 20. : 'Y : 
A. Ar. If Infants be capable of Chrilt's bleſſing n 
arth, and of his preſence in Heaven: if they be ſubje&s 
;f bis Kingdom of Grace, and heirs of his Kingdom of 
lory; then, they have an undoubted Right to the 


0 diviledge of Subjects, amongſt * Baptiſm the Seal c of. 


| che Covenant is not the leaſt. 


Or take the Argument thus. 1 
Thoſe whom Chriſt invites to him, and are received. 
by him, his Miniſters may not refuſe, nor put from them. 


Wu: latants are by Chrilt invited to him, and when ſuch, 
We ceived by bim: Therefore the Miniſters of Chriſt, 


way not, ought not, durſt not refuſe to receiye them in- 


o communion with then, Again, if there be no other 


ordinary way of coming to Chriſt now, bur by Admiſ- 


ſion into the Church of Chriſt: Then the Miniſters of 


the Church ought not to exclude thoſe whom Chriſt _ 


invites: But there is no other ordinary way now of com- 


ing to Chriſt, but by Admiſſion into the Church of 
Chriſt * Therefore none mult be excluded whom Jeſus ? 
Chriſt has graciouſly invited. a 
For the proof of this Argument, [ appeal to the 
Words of our Saviour himſelf, St. Mark 10. 13. Suffer 
littte Children to vome unto me, for of ſuch is the Kingdbm 
of Heaven, That is, my Kingdom of Grace, my Church 
on Earth, and my Kingdom of Glory in Heaven conſiſts 
of Sucking Children, (ſo the Original word ſigniſies) 
as well as grown Perſons. From whence I thus Argue: 
Does Chrilt take Children into his Arms: and hall his | 
Church caſt them out of her embrace? $ 5 
Does Chriſt own them for Subjects of his Kingdom; ; 


and ſhall we allow them no bettet n thun in the 13 a} 


Devils Kingdom? * 
Does the ſpirit of Chriſt calf the Infant-ſeed of Be: £ 
lievers., Holy: and ſhall we prophanely call them com- 
mon unclean, like the ſeed e infidels ahd ingen 24 
DD | SR 2 =. 
"ot we allow them no other r rides 12 = 


> : 


23. "1 Je + Lavfulinſ jp 2 Baptiſm. 
1 born of Chriſtan parents, than what the Children of 
Fires and Ifidets do enjoy ? ? 
Sean au Wile or good Man believe chat our Sayiour 
would ſpeak fuch favourable words of Intavts, and by, 
his out ward geſture manifeſt ſo much good will towards 
tem, oaly with an intent to inſnate and deceive us; 
; Poubtleis ic was to encourage his Miniſters and Awbal- 
Jadors to pertorm all charicable Offices Lowards ue: 
and pprfuant to ſuch encouragement 1 will much ratuer 
chople to anſwer my Lord and Saviour at Lac great Day 
for admitting hundreds Of lufants of Pious Parents into 
| his Church by Baptum, than tor keeping one out: For 
if Chritt denies them not the Kingdom ol Heaven, which 
is tlie greater, what reaſon have I co deny them Baptiſm, 
\ which is the leſs? Therefore, 3 as Calvin very well ob- 
ſerves upon the place, tis no leſs than audacious Sacri- 
- ledge in the Miniſters of Chriſt to drive them irom his | 
Sheep-told, which he ſo lovingly owns to be a part of 
his Flock.” And altho? I do, and even deſire, to bear a 
loving and charitable Mind towards the Perſons of the 
Anabaptiſta, yet cannot I be reconciled to their unkind 
and uncharitable Opinion, which robs parents of their 
Comfort, Infants of their WOW. the Church Fd its 
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6 The Lanfulntſs of Infant Baptiſm. M 23 | 
Auſm, Perhaps tuey were baptized before: but if not, 
des it follow that ihe Apoſtles did not baptize theſe 
hildren becauſe we have no mention of it? I he Scrip- 


3 


» re no where tells us that the Apoltles themicives were 

is Wprcized ; {hall we therefore conclude that they were ne- 
„ r baptized? ' CER ET ba. OE 
3. 06bj-. But ſay you, if Infants have a right to bap- 
cm, becauſe Chriſt ſays, Of ſuch u the K ing aum of Heas, 
r; Then it follows as well that they, have a Right to 
e Lord's Supper, and ought ro be Communicated as 
> HL es Bengal oo rio eee 
rw. There is not the ſame reaſon, becauſe, 1. Al- 
1 Wighty God requires a particular qualification to fit a 

, Perſon (or the Lord's Supper, which Intauts are not ca- 


able of. Namely, the exercite of actual Grace in ſelf-ex- 

mination, -in diſcerning the Lord's Body, and remem- 

Wing the Dearh of Chriſt. 2. The different nature of 

We Sacraments, hints to us: a ſpecial difference in this 

aſe, for Baptiſm being a Sacrament of Initiation, or 

dmiſhon into the V ible Church, Perſons of all Ages 

re capable of it; but the Lord's Supper being a Sacra», 
ent of Confirmation, and the means of our Spiritual! 

rowth-in Chriſt requires ſome ſtanding in the Church, 3 

nd ſtrength of Stomack, and ſo is the proper Ordinance!' 

or grown Chriſtians. And accordingly you may ob- 

er ve, that altho? the Jewiſh Infants at eight days Old 

vere capable of Circumciſion: yet their Children never © 

vere admitted to the Paſſover before they were able to 

o up to the Temple, to enquire about the meaning, and 

underſtand the reaſon of that ſervice. In like manner 

then our Children are Old enough to underſtand tge 
ature of the Lord's Supper, and ate capable of per- 
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orming the Duties required in order to a worthy" par- 
Fectpation of the Ordinance, they may then be admitted 
* | o it :: hic not before. gol ETD. © LE Lats. an * i Js en F- . , 
; Ag. If the Infants of Chriſtian Parents are ſede- 


ol, then are they Subjects qualified for Baptiſm, - _ 
a p , . * 3 4 43 
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But the Scripture pronounces ſuch Children federally 
Holy: theretore they are qualified tor Baptiſm, and may 

8 be admitted to it. IDA 
See two Texts of Scripture for che proof « of this Ar- 


end. | 
1. Text, "IM 11. 16. F the Rove be Holy, who Br, 


ales art alſo Hely; where by the Root we are to under. 

Rand the Old Teſtament-Salnts, Abraham, Iſaac and Ja- 
cob; & by rhe Branches, their Poſterity the People of the 
Jews”. This Root is faid to be Holy in tegard of the 
Promiſe, which was made to them and their Seed. 

No taraſiunch, as the Fews, the Natural Branches ate 
for \undelief broken off, and the believing Gentzies are 
grafted in their ſtead, and ſucceed in their Privileg ges in 
che ſenſe that they were Holy, ſo are we, namely, not 

with an internal and inherent Holineſs, paſſing by na- 


tural Generation from Parent to Child, but with an Ex- 


ter nal, Relative, Covenant-Holineſs, grounded on the 
Promiſe made to the Faithful and their n 
, Tert is, 1 Cor. . 14, Tie anbelieving . c is 
Sanctiſied by the believing Husband, &c. elſe Were Your 
 Chularen unclean, but now are they Holy, 
Which words, are St. Paulis anſwer to the Corinthians 
ſcruple ; whether ſuch as had Heathen and Inſidel Wives, 


ougbt not to put them away wich their Children, as in 


the days of Exra; the Apoſtle reſotves them, that they 
ought not; for (ſays he) the Unbelieving Wife is ſaucti- 
fad ta the Believing Husband; how fänctiſied? Not in 
her Nature, but in ber Uſe. 80 as that they might law- 


full Cohabite and converſe together; and for your 


Children they are Holy, not with an Inherent, Internal 
Perſonal Holineſs, for the Holieſt Man- child is born in 
Sin, and by Nature à Child of Wrath: But with an Ex- 


5 5 texnal, Relative, Federal Holineſs, they are not & nmon 


and unclean, like the Children of Infdels 3 bwt b. 8 he. 
partakers of the Priviledges of the Church, and of ho 


Aadmitted by Baptiſm ints the Church, "which 10 off 


| _ labdels are not. Wes, 
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The  Lawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. 

- Ob jection againſt the Fifth Argument. 
That which the Gppdſers of Infant Baptiſm object a- 
gainſt this Argument is this, that the Apoſtle, in 1 Cor. 7. 
14. intends a Matrimonial Holineſs; your Children are 
Holy; that is (fay they) they are legitimate and not ba- 
ards. To which 1 an{wer, that this is not interpreting, 
but a racking of the Scriptures, to maintain a private O- 
pinion; it is to make the Scripture ſpeak what you think, 
and not what the Apoſtle intends; for according to this 
inter pretation pf the word Holy, the Apoſtle ſpake nei- 

ther pertinently nor trulu7ß. . 
1. Not pertinently, for his Anſwer had been nothing 


4 
COS 


to the-purpoſe; the caſe put, was concerning Husbands 


and Wives, not concerning Men and Whores; and the 
Qaeftion propouoded was not, Whether the Corinthians 
were lawful Man and Wife, (no body donbted that,) but 
whether the Chriſtian Husband might put away his Hea- 
then Wife: The Apoſtle anſwers, that he ought not, if 
ſhe were willivg to continue anc dwell with him; for, ſays 
he, the Wife (tho* an unbelieting Heathea) is ſanctified 
to her Chriſtian Husband; nat ſanctifyꝰd in reſpect of het 
perſonal condition, but in reſpect of her conjugal relation; 
for tho? ſhe be unclean inthe ſight of God, yet ſhe is fant 
fyed in à way of marriage to her believing Husband ; Be. 
cauſe to the Pure, all things are pure; otherwiſe ( ays the 
Apoſtle) your children wou'd be unclean, as the children 
bf Heathens are, but now are they Holy; that is, to be 
accounted viſible Saints, till they profeſs the contrary; 
and as ſuch to be admitted to Church-Privileges. 

2. According to this interpretation of the word [Holy] 


the Apoſtle had not ſpoken truly, for the childrn of Hea- 


thens born in lawful Wedlotk, are no more baſtards that 
che children of Chriſtians, their Parents Marriage frees 


themefurely from rhe charge of illegitimacy, as well a 
er 14 r 4538 S830 


Ad to this, that in all the New Teſtament, the word 


1 


| 26 1 be Labfileſ of 17 Baptiſm: 
ver ſignifies Legitimacy, but is always uſed for aſtate o 


- ſeparation to God: take one luſtance inſtead of ma. 
ny, St- Paul in the Inſcriptions of his Epiſtles directs 
eis RAY) To the Saints or Holy ones, at Rome ang Co- 
_ _ rinth, & c. Now. according to theſe Mens interpretation 
.of the word (Saints) the Apoſtles meaning ſhould be this, 


(4 to all that are not Baſtards and unlawſully Begotten at 


Rome and Corinth, &c. unleſs they will ſay, that the word 
Saint, when applied to grown Men does lignifie Holy, 
but when applied to Childrens muſt ſigniſie Legitimate ; 
but here they are extreamly out in their Logick, for eve- 

ry Freſh-man can tell them, that mags & minus nom vas 
riant ſpeciem. I muſt ſay therefore, that foraſmuch as the 
word (Holy) in alb other places in the New- Teſtament, 
doth hignitie Dedication or Separation to an Holy uſe: 
to make it in this place, (viz. 1 Cen. 7. 14) to ſigniſie 
Legitimation, is a bold practiſing upon the Scriptures; 
- and men inſtead of bringing their Opinions to the touch- 
ſtone of the Scriptures, do wrelt 2nd rack the Scriptures 
to favour their Opinions. 

6. Arg. That which has bein the conſtant and Im- 
Arial practice of the Church of God in all Ages of 
the World is unqueſtionably an Ordinance of God, and 
agreeable to his Will. But Infant- initiation, or the Ad- 


IN miſhon-of Infants into the Jewiſh Church by Citreumei- 


ion, and into the Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm, has been 
the immemorial practice of the Univerſal Church from 
the days of Abraham to this day. Therefore it is unde- 
et an Ordinance of God, and agreeable to his will. 

That Infants under the Old Teſtament were admitted 


f into the jewich Church by Circumciſion; none will de- 


D, and that lnfants alſo under the New. Teſtament were 
entered into the Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm: Sean 


to me very plain, (1.) From the command of . 


Vviour. (a.) From the practice of the Apoltles: (32 
the conſtant uſage of the Primitive Church l the 
.— ber. © 1 

. That 


O 


. © 
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Tue Lawfnlneſs of Infant Baptiſm. , 27 
1. Thar Infants. were to be admitted into the CH- 
ſtian Church, appears from our Saviours expreſs Com- 
mand in the words of the Commiſſion: St. Matt hen 28. 
ver. 19. Go Diſciple all Nations, Baptizing then. That 
is, go and Proſelyte all the Centile Nations, without, any 
Diſtinction of Country, Sex, or Age whatſoever, make 
the Goſpel Church as large as you can,  . Doubtleſs had 


nts our Saviour here intended the excluſion of Infants out | 
oly,Wof the Viſible Church, which had all along been inclu- 

te; ded, his faithfulnels to his Church would have oblig'd 

e- him to acquaint her with this alteration, Chriſt bein 


faithful to him that appointed him, as 44oſes was falthfut 
in all his Houſe, Heb. 3. ver. 2. N og 
2. Baptizing Infants appears in the Chriſtian Church 


ſe: from the practice of the Apoltles, who baptized” whale 
ifie Families; Hadia and her Houſhold, Acts 16, 15. the 7% 


lour & all his, Act, 16. 33. How reaſonable is it to believe 


Houſhold, for the word Houſe and Houſhold*itr"Scrips 
ture ſignities Children eminently, P/al. 127. 1. Heiße 
it is obſervable, that the ſame word in Hebrew figmhes 
2 Son and an Houſe: Becaule Children (under God) 86 
build up the houſe, and keep up the name of the Fathers 
Family, and accordingly the Apoſtle directing a Biſhop 
to rule his Houſe well, preſently names Children as the 
molt conſiderable part of his charge and care, 1 Tim.3.4. 
Obj. t. But ſay you, we do not find that Lydia had 
any Children, therefore (the Scripture being ſileut) we 
may as well ſuppoſe that Lydia had no Children, as you 


{ſuppoſe that ſhe had. 2 

- Azſw, Neither doth the Scripture name any Hasband 
that Lydia bad, or any Servant in her Houſe, nor any 
of her Kindred or acquaintance that were with her? $5 
that y0/x-argument runs thus. The Seripture mentions 
no C ildren in Lydia's Houſe when ſhe was baptized, 
ge fore Lydia had no Children; Thus chen will 1 arts 
gu The Scripture mentioneth neither Husband, nor © 


* 


tifat there were Children in thoſe Families as parts of the - ©; 


Wm Lanfulmfs f Iifant Baptiſm. 
| Child, nor Servant, nor K inſ- folk, nor Friend, nor 
Neighhour in Lydia, Houſe. Theretore chere was.none } 


Sc then, 4ydia and her Houſe was baptiz'd, that. is, 
| Lydia and her. ſelf. 


g A 
R. 
. 


AS; Wet baptized, and not afterwards, when they came to 


ſtraight way, which implies ſtrongly that their Baptiſm 
Was not delay'd, but preſently perform'd ; nor do we 


7 Death of St. John the Evangeliſt, which was more than 


grown. up, and 1 will frankly yield che Cauſe. 
ar the primitive Church after the Apoſtles, ſo early 
AQmice began; which ſhews it ta be Apoſtolical; and ac- 


A ciery or Body. of Ghriſtians ſince the 4 poſtles days. 


tiquity, for the practice of baptizing lafants in the Pris F 
mitive Church, may conſult the Learned Vie, in his 
Hiſtorical 1 beſes, de Baptiſmo, to his ample yer > on. 


| duce 1h © he Tele of two very antient Far 
1115 5 
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Obj. 2, But you will ſay, ſuppoſe Lydia had children, 
and the Jaylor alſo, how does it appear that they were 


Years. 
ws, The Text ſays, they and theirs were baptized 


any where read that either Lydsa's, or the Jaylors chit: 
dren were baptized afterwards, 

Search the Scriptures and produce me one inſtance if 
you can, from the time of St. Jon the Haptiſt, to the 


threeſcore Years; during which time many thouſands of 
— were grown up to maturity, and make. it appear 

at they were not baptized in their Infancy; or that 
their Baptiſm was.deferr'd till Riper years, or that 
there is any divine Command for the delay ing the Bap- 
tiſm of the Children of Chriſtian Parents, untill they are 


3. We meet with early mention of the baptizing of. In» 
hat none could ever yet define or declare, when the pra- 
fore gly the Churches practice in baptizing l nfants, : al: 
ho” it has been diſputed by particular perſons, yet was 


hever cenſured, much leſs condemned by any regular So- 


He that deſires to ſee a cloud of Witveſſes out of An 


le Laufulveſs of Tafant Baptiſm. 29 


-Werſtand the practice of the Apoſtles _ 
1. The former ſpeaks thus; Omnes venit Chriſt us per ſeme- 
ipſum ſalvare, omnes qui per eum renaſcunt ur ad Deum, Infan- 
es & Parvulos, Funiores & Seniore. St. Iren. lib. 11. cap. 39. 
hat is, Feſus Chriſt came to ſave all by bimſelf; all, I ſay, 
ho by him are horn again unto God, Infants and little Ones 
Pups and Old: By Iutants being born again unto God muſt 
be underſtood, either cheir being born of Water, or their 
being born ofthe Spirit ; if their being born of Water be 
ntended, then ic is plain they were Baptized ; if it be 
nderſtood of their being born of the Spirit, then it fol- 
ows that they were capable of being born of Water, 
an What is, of being Baptized ; for ſuch as are capable of the 
of Whing ſignified, are certainly capable of the ſign. | 
2. The ſecond Authority is that of St. Cyprian iti his 
piſtle to Fidas, ep. 58. Hd a Pretbyter had Written to 
St. Cyprian his Biſhop to deſire his Judgment about Bapti- 


bout the Lawfalneſs of Baptizing them, but about the 


ly im this Anſwer, That both bimſelf and the Council with him, 
2« Which conſiſted of 66. Biſhops, had unanimouſly determined 


1; Wheſe words, Nulli bominum Nato, miſericordiam & gratiam 
Dei deneg andiin eſſe, that is, the Mercy and Grace of God, 


an, namely upon the account of its Age. After which, 
mother Council, that at Mileva, decreed thus: Quiewnque 
is Per vulos recentes ab uttris matrum Baptixandos © efſe negat, 
is Hat hemaqſit: he that denys Infants to be Baptized - as, 
1: Yoon 2Mhey come out of their Mothers Wombs, let hini 
ebe any4nthema, But that I may fully ſatisſie you my Au- 
ts Micors K few of whom are capable of ſearching Antiquity) 


4; Faſtead of further Teſtimonies from the Ancients, I Wiſl 
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21 . and St. Cyprian, who lived very near the Apoſtles 
:. Wines, and therefore may be ſuppoſed very well to un- 


ing Infants before the eighth Day: the queſtion was not 
ircumſtance of time, whether before the eighth day,ac- 
ording to the uſage in Circumeiſion; St. Cyprian returns 


-» What a Child might be Baptiſed as ſoon as it was born. Adding 


diſpenſed by Baptiſm) is to be denyed to no Child of 
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30 The Laufulneſs of Infaut Baptiſm. 


produce four Arguments, which to me are convincing 


I Baptized in their Infancy: But the former is true 


_ Scripture plainly intimates, Hebr. 6. v. 2. The Dodrinf 


buſed it, by making it a Sacrament, and in ſome reſpect 


chameni; that is, Perſons Catechized and Inſtructed inf 


Wards Baptized into that Holy Faith they were inſtru: 
cted : in the ſecond fort were Confæderati, that is, the 
.Children-of believing Parents, who being Ny el 


they grew up, they were Catechiſed and Inſtructeꝗ in cheſ x. 
Faith, which they had in their Infancy been Baptized 


|, 


Demonſtrations, that Children in the Primitive time 
were Baptized in their Infancy. at 

r. Demonſt. If Children in the Primitive times were 
confirm 'd in their Minority, then they were undoubted 


Therefore the latter. 8 
Tbat Confirmation was an Apoſtolical practice the 


of Baptiſm and of laying on of Hands, &c. Hic locus al 
pedobaptiſmi Approbationem facit, lays Calvin. This place. 
(lays he) makes for Infant Baptiſm; and how does 1M: 
make for it, but thus? If perſons were Confirm'd infl } 
their minority (that is, as ſoon as they were capable ofiaf 
giving account of their faith, to the Church), then they 
were Baptized in their Injancy. 2 f 
Queſt. But what was this Practice of Confirmation, ſay 
you, is it not Antichriſt ian, and does it not ſmell of Poperu 
Anſw. Altho the Church of Rome has cortupted and a. 


Superiour to Baptiſm, yet is this no juſt diſparagement 
of it, for if we conſider Confirmation in its Primitive Pu- 
rity and Practice, ic will appear a very uſeful Ordinancef; 
in the Church of Chriſt. The Original of it thus: 
In the Primitive Church there were two forts of Cate 


the Chriſtian Religion; the firſt were (extranei) that is, 
Perſons without the pale of the Viſible Church, Heathent 
and Ifidels by birth: Now theſe were fitſt Taught, and 
then Baptized ; firſt inſtructed in the faith, and aſte/ 


the Viſible Church, were look'd upon as Members of it; 
and Baptized in their Infancy. Theſe being un ble tog 
make a Confeſſion of their Faith before Bapt im, 25 


into. I. 


Andi 
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The Laufulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. 31 
ing and when they were able to give an account of their Faith; 
mei they came into the publick Congregation, and made an 
open Confeſſion of it before the Church. Ratitying by 
[erScheir own voluntary conſent, that Covenant which they 
tedflhadentred into with Almighty God at their Baptiſm, and 
ue taking that Promiſe upon themſelves which their Sureties 
had made on their behalf when they were Baptized: And 
thus by Prayer and Im poſition of Hands, they were received 
ing Eccleſiam Adultorum, and lo were admitted to the Lord's 
„ Pupper; and thus by a regular Tranſition they paſt out of 
lace ſtate ot Iufant Member ſhi p into 2 ſtate of Adult Member- 
es Ship, by a perſonal owning of their Baptiſmal Covenant. | 
| in. Now the uſefulneſs of Confirmation, according to its firſt FF 
© Ofinſtitutioa and Primitive Practice will appear many ways. 
hey at. By this means, that much negle&ed and deſpiſed | 
Ordinance of Catechiſing would be brought into more 
ſay r&quent uſe, and greater eſteem in the Church.'- -. 
ery. 2. Hereby Parents would be excited, and Children 
d avickned to ſeek after knowledge, that they may be a- 
ecuple to give an accourſt of that Faith, which they are 
en Baptized into. og ee 
uz. By this means a Soveraign remedy would be pro- 
inceg ided againſt the malady of mixt Communions : igno- 
5 Fane and ſcandalous perions would hereby be kept from 
ommunion with the Church in that Venerable Ordi- 


ate. 

in mee of the Lord's Supper. HAY” 

it 2. Demonſt. If Children in their Infancy in the Primi- 
chene times were admitted to the Lord's Supper, then they 
andere certainly fore. admitted to Baptiſm ,, for no ſort 
Iter-Bf Chriſtians eyer admitted any Unbaptized perſons 
KY Inowingly to the Lords Table. But we find in the Wri- 
the vgs of the Ancient Fathers, particularly St. Cyprian and St. 
OB or tin, ſtveral Pleas for Childrens receiving-the Lord's 
LIC pper, d mongſt which one of the chief wasgrounded on 
le 10 Jo 6. 53. Except ye eat the Fleſh and drink the Blood of 
„ Ye: Son! Aan, ge bave.no Life in ou. 
) tel}. Ende the oppoſers of Inſant Baptiſm will reply, 
mo this was an erroneous Opinion and Practice; and I 
And AO NES K 
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32 The Lawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. 
dd o not pretend to juſtiſie it. But doubtleſs the Practice of 
Infant Communion may confirm any reaſonable Man in 
the belief of the practice of Infant Baptiſm, becauſe none (b 
could be Communicated before they were Baptized. 
And therefore the practice of giving the Sacrament to of 
5 which was in uſe of Old, (and as L have read, is 
ſtill in uſe in the Greek Church at this day) is a moſt Em. 
phatical Demonſtration that thoſe Churches were, and ar 
ol Opinion, that Infant Baptiſm is as Lawful and Valid 
as that of Perſons of riper years. 
2. Demonſt. If the Ancient Fathers brought the Bapti- M 
Zing of Infants as an argument againſt Hereticks,to prove © 
the Doctrine of Original Sin, then certainly the Practice ry 
of Infant Baptifm was anciently in the Church. 14 

But we ſind the great St. Auguſtine, Cc in their Diſpu M 
tations again} Pelagins (who boldly of Old, as many off . 
the Anabaptifts do at this day, denied the Doctrine of O. ul 
- riginal Sin) producing the Baptiſm of Infants as an Argu- 
ment to prove them born in Sin. 

Theteſore there muſt be ſuch a Practice in the primi ic 
tive Church as Baptizing Infants, acknowledged. Thi 
.  Pelagims was an Heretick about the year 400. born in in 
Britain on the ſame day on which St. Auſtin was born in f 
2 Providence ſo ordering it, that the Poy ſon and] R 
the Antidote ſhould be Twins in reſpect of Time.) Among d. 
other of his Hereſies this was one, That Infants were born 4 
without Original: Sin: St. Auſtin demanded. of him thi in 
reaſon why che Church did then Baptize Infants, for 
ſays he, what is clean already, needs not to be waſhed. B 
Now thus B argue, If Infant Baptiſm was not an A ee 
We. poſtolical Tradition, or were derivable from any thing o 
lf than Apoftolical Practice, how came it to paſs tha 

the Pe 


. lagiam did not reject it for! an Innovacihn, whe 5, 
it Was urged as an Argumem agunſt them: It Had bee 


eeuaſie ſor them (if there had bsen any grounds for i 
to have denyed the practice of Baptizing Infants? or t 
hare new n * ** bob (07S co b the falſe Apo 
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The Lawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. - 
files. But the Pelagians were ſo far from doing this, 
bat the) Baptized Infants themſelves, and owned that 
tho it was not neceſſary for Remiſſion of Original Sin, 
Aereasſe they thought Infants had none) yet they ad- 
judg d it needful for Childrens obtaining the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and accordingly did Baptize them. 

4. Demonſt. If it was a grols Error. in the Primitive 
Church, to admit Infants to Baptiſm ; then the Primitive 
Fathers in (affering ſuch an Error to paſs uncenſured and 
uncondemned, were guilty of the greateſt Impiety and 
8 Hypocriſie... For what Was this but to connive at a 
Mock. Baptiſm, and to make many Millions of Mock- 
Chriftians; 2 We find che Ancient Fathers: ſmartly Wri- 
ting againſt other Hereſies, that had crept in, in their 
days, as the Hereſie of the Gnoſticks, Marcionites and 
Manichtes : but not one word againſt the Error of In- 
{ON fant Baptiſm, and yet weare fully aſſured that it was in 

T uſe in their time. 

And can we imagine that the. Haly Ghoſt ſhould not 
J preſerve one, Church amongſt ſo many, tom falling in- 
mi to ſuch a pernicious Ertar ; but -fuffer the. Univerſal 

| Church ſor 1600 years together to perfil and continue 
in a ſinſul Practice, if indeed it were ſueh, for not only 

che Primitive Church in the firſt Centuries, but all the 
JF Reformed Churches in theſe laſt Ages, and at this day, 
do in all their Confeſſions of Faith declare their belief of 
n of Infant 'Baptifra, and OW accord- 
ing | 
I. The Church of, England Art. 27; thus: The 
Baptiſm of young Children, is in any wile to be Retain- 
_ in — bu Church, as molt agrecabls wich the inſtitotion 

Jof Chri 


—_ > tag Parents, ought to be Bap by Chriſt's: 
vx Authfric N. 
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ren eu to be Weng under. the Goſpel, as they 
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5:34 The Uſe fuſs of Infant Baptiſm. 
| were'Circumciſed under the Law; for as much as the 
lame promiſes were made to them, and tons; + 
4. The Church of Bobemiab ſays, Children ought to 

be dedicated to Chriſt, &. according to his Command, 

Aark 10. 14. 

5. The Church of Hul voii ſays, We Condevin the 
Doctrine of the Anabaptiſts, which deny Baptiſm to the 

N of Believers, who are in Covenant with God, &. 
Wich many more to be ſeen in Corp. Confeſ. Eid Feel. Ref 
Now if che Anabaptifs can belive, that Almighty 

God has ſuffered all his Churches, Ancient and Modern, 
and that in all parts of che World, to fall into one and 
the ſame Church deſtroy ing Practice: They have a Power 
which 1 ſhall never envy chem, namely, of Believirig 
what they pleaſe. 

Having thus (Satisfa@torily, I hope) Evidenced to you 
the-lawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm: F proceed now to the 

ſecond part of my Province, to Manifeſt the uſefulneſs 
of that Ordinance in general, and to Demonſtrate that 
it is much more uſeſul to Baptiz2 a perſon in Infancy, 
than when grown to years of Underſtanding. Infant. 
Baptiln, fay the Anabaptiſts, is unlawful, becauſe it is 
unuſ2ful: Children, ſay ehey, underſtand no mote than 
Brute Beaſts, what is done unto them: Therefore you 
Tray as warrantably Bapt ze a Beaſt; as a Child. Here 
therefore 1 ſhall en 3 theſe tiro Points: (i) Aſſert 


| whe uftiulnels of Inlant Baptiſm in General: And then 


(2) Prove, that it is much more Uſeful and Adyantage 
Hus to Baptize a Child in its Infancy, than to omit it un- 
tib grown ta yeats of Underſtanding. 

. Iſhall Aſſert and Prove the Uſefulneſs of tnfabe- 
Baptiſm in General, that it is of mighty Advantage to 
Aafants tneſe three ways: (7.) As it is an Act of Initia- 
ion : (2.) As it is an Act of Dedication: (3 Þ As i Ha 
ap Ac ot Reſtipulation. 

1. Inkemt-bapriſm is gieatly Advantageous; as 1 

Ar ot Initjation, that is, a-Solemn Admiſſion of the pat- 


1 25 mages into the viſible Church: It is an Ordinance 


bj 


We! 
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The Uſefulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. 8 
by which Babes are Matriculated and Adopted into the 
Houſe of their Father, and taken into the Arms of their 
Mother: Hence Baptiſm is called by the Ancients, Ec- 

ele janua, gratiæ porta, the Gate of the Church, and 
the Door of Grace: And for that Reaſon, they had their 
Baptiſteria, their Fonts or places for Baptiſm erected near 
the entrance; and not far from the Door of che Church: 
Now this Admiſſion into the Church being an Act of 
Favour and Divine Indulgence, Children as wellas grown 
Men are capable of it. As for Inſtance :© Suppoſe a 
Prince ſnould take a Beggars Child, and Adopt him into 
his Family, and ſettle a part of his Dominions upon him, 
and to Solemniza and Confirm this, ſhould command the 
Child to be Waſhed with pure Water, who dutſt deny 
the Child to be capable of this Act of Favour, and of 
Advantage by it? In like manner our Chitdren now 
being as capable as the Jewiſh Children heretofore of 
the Sacrament of Admiſſion into the Viſible Church, by 
Vertue of their Admiſſion, you do entitle them to many 
choice Priviledges, aud Special Advantages, 

For, 1. [nfants by being Members ofthe Viſible Church, 
are intereſted in all the Prayers that are daily put up, in 
and for the Church: For though the Church by the com- 
mon Tye of Humanity prays forall Mankind, yet thoſe 

that are of her own Flock and Fold, have a ſpecial intereſt 
in her daily Supplications. Altho' there is not a Treaſury of 
Merits, yet there is a Stock of Prayets continually going in 
and for the Church, in which the Infant Seed of Believers, 
as well as others, have a particular ſhare: Now if you will- 
fully negle& to admit them by Baptiſm into the Church, 
her Charity towards them, and Prayers for them, can ex- 
cend nofarther to them, than to Heathens and Infidels. 
 .* 2, Infants by Virtue of their Admiſſion into the 
| Chriſtian Church. have an Intereſt in that ſpecial pro- 
vidential care which Chriſt Exerciſes over his Church. 
1 Chriſt exerciles a general care over the whole 
 Greation; Let he is in a more peculiar manner the Keep- 


er of his J/rae/, his Eye is upon every Member of his 


84 Church 
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Captain of our 
delity to him, and obliges it ſelf to une 6 AD wee. | 
em din, the World Ma the Devil. 


ia 


ne E ſcfulueſi of Infant Baptiſ. 
Church, Night and Day, and Infants no leſs than others, 
are under the Over-ſhadowing Wings of his Care. | 


3: Infants admitted by Baptiſm into the Viſible Church, 


do ſtand nearer than the reſt of Mankind to the promiles- 


of God: the Churches Children haye a ſpecial promiſe 
of being taught of God, 1/. 54. 13. All thy Children ſhall 
be taught of God, and great ſhall be the peace of thy Children : 
Whole Children are theſe ? but the Children of the 
Goſpel Church. Now the leaſt Member of the Goſpel 
Church is a more Special Object of thoſe promiſes, than 
any Perſon that is without, can be ſuppoſed to be. 

nfant Baptiſm then is /Adyantageous, as it js an Act of 
Injcjation, or Admiſſion into the Church. 

2. As it is an Act of Dedication, it is farther A 
geous; The Parent in Baptiſm Conſecrates his Child to 
the Service of'i its Rightiul Lord and Maſter.  _ 

I nfants it's certain may be now preſented unto theLord 

as well as the Ficſt-born were preſented unto, him of 
old; and if they may be, they muſt be, and the ſooner 
the better. Your. Children are God's already by Vertue 
of his choice, let them be alſo his, by Vertue of your 
Conlecration. 

Dedicate them to God i in Baptiſm, 030 fay j Loud, 
here is thy Child and mine; mine by Nature, thine by 


Covenant. Ihere preſent him to Thee, let bim be ac- 


cepted by Thee : Oh ! Make him thine by. Grace, and 


by Adoption, as well as by a Fœderal Relation. Thou 
giveſt him the outward Sign, Oh! Do 90 deny him the 
5 inward Grace. 


3: And farther, Baptiſm Adminiſtred in Infancy, is 


8 greatly Advantageous, as it is an Act of Reſſipuladen; 7 


that is, the Child at Baptiſm, enters into Covenanc with 

God, takes (as it were) Chriſt's Preſs. money in its hand, 

and its Name is ed into the Muſter-Roll of the great 
Salvation; the Child takes an Oath a Fi- 
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s, Now I demand, can your Children begin too ſoon to 
enter their proteſtation againſt theſe Spiritual Enemies of 
their Salvation? can they too early engage themſelves to 
God, by obliging themſelves to become his Covenant 
Obj. But ſay you, Infants are not capable of making 
this Engagement in their own Perſons ; how can they 
enter into Covenant with God, who know not that God 
is, Of Who he is? = %% 
An. This Objection lyes as ſtropgly againſt Inſant- 
LCircumciſion, as againſt Infant. Baptiſm, yet obſerve, that 
f Almighty God was pleaſed to Seal the Covenant of Old 
to the Jewiſh Children, upon an Implicit aad Imputa- 
tire Stipulation ; which at years of underſtanding, they 
were bound to own, by openly profefling the Jeweſh Re- 
ligion ; an Implicit Stipulation, was ſufficient for che Chil- 
dren of Believers, Then, although an open profeflion 
and Stipulation was Required of grown Perſons. - In like 
manner, Baptiſm being Ordained for Perſons of different 
Apes, for perſons under, as well as at years of Diſcretion, 
perſonal and expreſs Covenanting is required of the for- 
mer: But as for Children, Baptiſm: may be Adminiltred 
to them, upon an Implicite and Vicarious Reſtipulation, 
by their Sponſers or Sureties, of whom Tertullian ſpeaks, 
(de Baptiſmo cap. 18.) as a practice in ule in the primitive 
Church, that the Sponſets did Stipulate in the name of the 
Minors, whien they were Baptized: And I cannot 
underſtand what good Reaſon can be ſhewn, why Infants 
under the New Teſtament, ſhould not Covenant wich 
s | God, by an Implicit and Vicarious Stipulation, as wel! 
; | as the Jeweſh Infants did under the Old Teſtament, 
g 
| 
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Having thus ſhewn the Benefit and Advantage of in- 
fant Baptiſm in general: I ſhall next prove to you, that _ 
it is much more uſeful and beneficial,” to Baptize a Child 
in itsalnfancy, than to omit it till riper Years... - - 
E< Becauſe no Infant- Member is capable of Hypocri 
I fie,Gwhich perſons grown up, are too much guilty of: 
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1 may fay, they are the pureſt part thereof, wholly unca- 


 -rhemco comply with my Deſires. O then, let —— 
1 


W 


I do not ſay that Infants are a pure part of Mankind; but 


pable of that groſs Hypocrifie which is too often found 
amongſt your Adult Profelytes, according to your own * 
Conſeſſions; which tell us (in your Books) of Droſs and 
Chaff, and Canaanites in your Congregations, (and we 


| have great reaſon tobelieve, that therein you ſpeak Truth.) 


Children (ſay you) fall away, and turn prophane, and 


3 deny there Baptiſm, therefore let them not be 


aptized: and how many A poſtates have you had amongſt 
your felves (witneſs the great number of Quakers, which 


ate falln from you, and deny all Water Baptiſm : ) 


Therefore for ſhame make not this Obje&ion, till you 
know God's Secrets, and Mens Hearts, | 

2. Baptiſm Adminiſtred in Infancy, is far more Ad- 
vantageous, than at riper years, as it is a præ- engagement 


upon the Chriſtian, to Repel and Reſiſt the Temptations 


of Satan: What a forcible Argument has a young perſon 


from his early Dedication to God in Baptiſm, to reſiſt 
the motions of Sin, and to repel the power of Temptari- 
-.- wns: And accordingly, Luther tells us of a young Virgin 
that reſiſted an Enticement to Uncleannefs, with this 
Anſwer, Baptizats Sum, I am a Baptized perſon ; What 
mall I be reconciled” to Sin, may the Soul ſay; unto 


which I was a Sworn Enemy from my Mothers Breaſt? 
But now with what Armour ſhall the Unbaptized young 


perſons blunt the edge of Satan's Temptations 2 Come 


along with me (ſays Satan) and Liſt your ſelf under my 


Banner, for you are under no Explicit Engagementto the 
cContrary; you cannot pretend that the Oath of God +15 
upon you. Tis true, may the Devil ſay, you lye under 
a natural Obligation to ſerve and obey your Maker, as 
he is the Author of your being; but you do not lye under 
that Super- added Obligation ot a Baptiſmal Vom which 


others throw in my Teeth, when at any time I Vollicit 


— 2 


early entitle God to their Children, that ſo they may 
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vent the Devils claim, bring them under this Soul-engag- 
ing Ordinance of Baptiſm, and as ſoon as they are capa- 
ble, cauſe them to underſtand the Obligation of that En- 


gagement. As you love your Childrens Souls, let them not 


go grazing in the Wild Common of the World, withour 
Chriſt's Sheep-mark upon them, leſt Satanchallenge them 
for his own, and clap his brand upon them. (7 

3. Baptiſm in Infancy is more Advantageous, than at 
riper years, as it is an early Remedy againſt the Malady 
ot Original Sin, that Hereditary Contagion of the Soul: 
Let me ask you, which is beſt for your Child that has the 
Kings-Evil from its Birth, to bz couched for it in the Cra- 
del, or to let the Diſtemper Reign upon the Child till ic 
is grown up, and can bs ſenſible of the Benefit. Original 
Sin, it is ſuch an Evil, as none but the King of Heaven 
can Heal or Cure, and ſuch is his Compaſſion and Con- 
delcenfion, that he not only permits, but invites you to 
bring your Children to him, that he may touch them, 
St. Mark 10. 13. Now what way is there but by Baptiſm, 


to bring your Infants under Chriſts healing Hand, they 


are capable of benefit by no other Ordinance but this: 
Therefore will it be not only unkindneſs, but cruelty, 
yea, a Degree of Soul Murther in you, to deny your 


_ Children'the benefit of the Baptiſmal Laver. 


4. Baptiſm early adminiſtred has this ſpecial Advan+ ' - 
tage, that it puts the Chriſtian more bitterly upon mourn- 


ing for actual Sin, from the Conſideration of that ſhame- 


ful Perjury and wilful Apoſtacy that is found in ſuch a 
Perfons fin, who was by Baptiſm ſolemnly dedicated to 
God, and devoted to his Service and Glory. For thus 
may we {oppoſe the early Baptized Chriſtian to expoſtu - 
late with himſelf, upon a due reflection on his perſonal miſ- 
Carriages: Ah! Wretch- that I am! did God enter me 


into is Family in my Infancy? did he ever ſince treat me 
as his Covenant Friend and Servant? and was I no ſooner” _ 
| abs to ſpeak, but I blaſphemed him; no ſooner able to go, 


I ran away from him ? how haye all che Blood and 
| Rt Spirits 
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Spirits that ran thro my youthful veins, boiled up againſt 


him? Oh! how havelI contrary, to the Duty of my natu- 
ral and {worn Allegiance, entered into a Covenant with 

Satan, and into a 
Oh! my Soul, remember from whence thou art fall'n, 


tederacy with my imperious Luſts; 


and repent, renew thy Covenant with God, leſt by more 
rivetted Apoſtacies thou provokeſt him to make thee a 


| tremendous example to all revolting Backſliders. 


But now an unbaptized Perſon has no ſuch Conſidera- 


tion, from which to aggravate the Sins of his Youth ; he 
never having engaged himſelf co God, nor any for him, 
by a Sacramental tye; and conſequently looks upon him- 
felt as free, and diſcharged. from any ſuch engagement 


W oy 

F. Baptiſm adminiſtred in Infancy has this ſingular Ad- 
vantage, above that which is adminiſtred at riper years; 
that it gives the pious Parent a good ground of hope, that 


his Children dying in their Infancy are certainly ſaved; 


for his Child being within the Covenant, and having the 
veal of the Covenant (Baptiſm) Applied to it, God 
makes that Ordinance at once a channel of Grace to the 


Child, and a Conduit of Comfort to the Parent; and ac- 


cordingly Chriſtian Parents may comfort themſelves with 


the hopes of their Childrens Salvation, as David comfor- 


ted himſelf at the death of his Child, 1 Sam 12. 23. 1 


ſhall go to bim, but be ſhall not return to me. | 
tt 06. But, ſay you, David means the Grave, the place 
i of the Dead; and not the Kingdom of Heaven. 


An. Doth he fo ? how comes he then to comfort him- 
felt with that Conſideration? Surely it had been cold com- 
fort to David, to think that he ſhould one day lye by his 


Child in the grave. Doubtleſs he hoped to meet his young 
Child in Heaven, and that expeRation was the ground of 


his ſuppott; and his Childs being in Covenant with God 


was the ground of that expectation. Now I appeal th you 
| [whether the well-grounded hope that a Parent bas of his 


| Childs happineſs, dying under the Seal of the Cov * 
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Almighty God; ſuch a groundof Comfort, as a Turł, or 


an I»fidel that knows not any thing of God, may have to 


ſupport them in the like Condition. 

6. The Practice of Baptizing in Infancy appears to be 
moſt beneficial and advantageous; becauſe it prevents ſuch 
ſhameful and ſcandalous neglects of Baptiſm, and delays 
in the adminiſtration, as would moſt certainly ariſe in the 


Church, to the great blemiſh of Chriſtianity. Verily were 


perſons wholly left to themſelves when they would come 


to that Ordinance, there being ſuch anaverſenefsin mas 
Nature to fo ſtrict and ſpiritual an Engagement; we 


ſhould certainly meet with as much difficulty to bring 
perſons to Baptiſm, as we do to perſwade them to come 
to the Lord's Supper. They would need the fame preſ- 
ſing importunity to prevail with them to be Baptized, 


were it not done in their Minority; which now we are . 
forced to uſe with them to perſwade them to be commu- 
| a m 


nicated. v. 
Oh how many ſorry ſhifts, frivolous excuſes, and pi- 


tiful pretences ſhould we have from them for delaying 


their Baptiſm 2 Some out of an unwillingnels to forfake 
the pleaſures of Sin, others plead want of ſufficient 


Knowledge, others multicude of buſineſs, and many would 


ſtick! at their own unworthineſs: Therefore ſuppoſing 


the: bare lawfulnefs of Infant Baptiſm, the Wiſdom or 


the Church in all Ages is greatly to be approved, which 
has appointed the early Adminiſtration” of Baptiſm, to 
prevent the ſcandalous neglect of ſuch a facred Infſtituti- 


on gf our Saviour. Baptiſm in Infancy having been | 
priced not only lawful, but more advantageous and 
_— than when adminiſtred at riper years, and being 


Sacrament of Admiſſion into the viſible Church: it ne- 


coeſſarily ſollows that it ought but once to be adminiſtred 
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be not a mighty ſupport to his forrowful Spirit, which 
the careleſs neglecters and wilful contemners of the Or- 

dinance of God cannot have; all the ſupport ſuch can have 
is from the abſolute Mercy and Sovereign Pleaſure of 


1 
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to any Perſon: and therefore when Perſons have been 
rightly Baptized in Infancy; to Re-baptize, or Baptize ' 
them over again at riper years, (as the Anabaptiſt do) is 
ſinful in them that undertake it, and no lefs ſinful in an 
of you that ſubmit unto it. 
Here therefore I ſhall nndertake theſe two Points. 
1. I will endeavour to ſatisfie you, chat fuch of you as 
were baptiz d in Infancy,were lawfully and rightly baptiꝝ d. 
2. That you having been once duly and rightly Bap- 
tized, ought not to be Baptized over again; and cannot 
ſiubmit unto ſuch a needleſs Repetition of the Ordinance 
without Sin. vn ty, oo HATS 
1. I affirm, that thoſe of you who were Baptized in 
our Communion during your Infancy, were lawfully and 
rightly Baptized. This appears by an Enumeration of the 
ſeveral requiſites, neceſſary to denominate a Perſon, law- 
fully Baptized : all which did concur and were found in | 
your Baptiſm. (1.) The Perſon Baptizing ought to be a 
awful Miniſter, Authorized and Commiſſioned by Chriſt, 
and the Governours of his Church, for the right admini- | 
tration of the Word and Sacraments. (2.) The party Bap- : 
tized muſt be a Subject qualified for Baptiſm 5 which the | 
| foregoing diſcourſe has proved Infants to be. (3.) The E- 
lement made uſe of muſt be Water; the Application of 
which to the Body being a lively reſemblance of the Ap- 
| plication of Chriſts Blood to the Soul, for the waſhing away 
both the guilt and filth of Sin. (4.) It ought to be done 
before credible Witneſſes that they may atteſt the Child's 
Admithon into the Chriſtian Church, as amongſt the Jews 
certain Regiſters or written Genealogies were found in 
which the names of the circumciſed Perſons were record- 
ed. See Ezra 2.62. Neb. 64. and accordingly the practice | 
ot the Chriſtian Church has been in all Ages co Baptige in | 
the face of the Congregation, publickly owning thereby the 
party Baptized tor a Member ofthe Viſible Church of Chrisi. 
Tah, Baptiſm ought to be adminiſtred in the Name | 
> ofthe Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, by: 
Bs humble Iavocation upon God in Prayec for a 7 | 
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ſing upon the Ordinance; and with ſuicable Exhortation 
and Advice to thoſe that preſent the Child to Baptiſm to 


take care that it be brought up in the Chriſtian Faith, 


which it is Baptiz d into. 

Now if Baptiſm thus adminiſtred be lawful and regu- 
lar, I may according to the Judgment of Charity pro- 
nounce You that are here preſent rightly Baptized, all the 
eſſential requiſites being tound in your Baptiſm. There- 
fore my next undertaking ſhall be to convince you, that 
to renounce your firſt Dedication to God, todiſown your 
former Baptiſm, and to ſubmit your ſelves to the Re-bap- 
tifers Dipping, is a very hainous and ſcandalous Sin. 

And that I may fully convince you of the greatneſs of 


this Abomination ; I ſhall offer a ſix · fold Argument to 


your Conſideration. 


1. Arg. If Baptiſm ſucceeds in the room of Circumci- 
ſion; then Baptiſm is, as Circumciſion was, but once 
to be adminiſtred, | Gs 
But that Baptiſm ſucceeds in the room of Circumciſion, 
I hope my firſt Argument for the lawfulneſs of Inſant 
Baptiſm has fully ſatisfied you; therefore as Circumcili- 
on was but once Adminiſtred, no more oughe Baptiſm. 
The reaſon for both is the ſame, becauſe as Circumci- 
fion was the Sacrament of Initiation, and the door of Ad- 
miſſion into the Vible Church, fo is Baptiſm; when 
Perſons are admitted members of à Society, they enter 
their Names but once for all. bes Oat 19 
Obj. I know ſome of you object, That the Lord com- 
manded Foſhua ch. 5. v. 2. To circumciſe the Children of 
Iſrael the ſecmd time. "2 e 
Anſ. But you do not conſider that they were not the 
{ime Perſons ; but the Children of thoſe Perſons that 
were circumciſed: for the Caſe was this; Circumciſion 
being mitted for forty years in the Wilderneſs, when the 
Iraelues came to Canaan, the Lord requires: Foſhna to 
rewve that Ordinance ; not to repeat it upon the Patents, 
bur tb rev. ve it upon their Children ; See ch. 5. 7. Anda 
; 855 5 6 t heir 
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_ Baptized twice over. Alths' ſome of them had Apoſta- 
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their Children Foſbua "circumciſed, becauſe they had not been 
' circumciſed by the way. As Circumciſion therefore was not 
to be Reiterated then, no more ought Baptiſm to be Re-. 
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peated now. 


2. Arg.. That Practice, which is inconſiſtent with 


4 the Nature and End of Baptiſm, is certainly ſinful. But 


to Baptize over again thoſe who were once rightly = 
zed, is inconſiſtent with the Nature and End of Baptiſm. 


Therefore is the Practice ſinful, What is Baptiſm, but 


theSacrament of our New birth? Now as we can be born 


but once in the Fleſh, ſo but once in the Spirit. 'Tisthe 


Sacrament of our Inſition or Implantation into Chriſt. 
Regeneratio ſpiritualis una eſt, lays, St. Auſtin, Sicut gene- 
ratio carnalis eſt una. But why may not Baptiſm be Re- 


peated as well as the Lord's Supper? Becauſe that is 4 


acrament for our ſpiritual growth, this for our (piritual- 


birth; a Perſon is born but once, but fed often. Semel 
naſcimur, ſæpius paſcimur. Beſides, every time we come 

to the Lord's Supper, altho' we do not make a riew Cove- 

nant with God, yet we renew our old One, which is 
much better. | 


3. Arg. That uſe of a Sacrament; for which there is 
nocommand nor exampleinthe Holy Scriptures, neither 
expreſly, nor by juſt and nedeſſary conſequence, is ſinful. 


But for Re-baprizing ſuch as were once rightly Baptized, 
we have neither Scripture-precept, nor Scripture-preſi- 
dient, directly or confequerdy. Therefore the Practice 


baptizing over gain ſuch as have been formerly Bap- 


tied, is certainly finful. Indeed in the Inſtitution of the 
Lord's Supper, we find (d | Quotieſcunque) as oft as ye 
do this, mentioned, which implies a command to do 


it often; but no ſuch Word of command relating to Bap- 


tiſm, to do that oftner than once; and accordingly a- 
mongſt the many thouſands that we read of who® were 


Baptized in the Apoſtles days, we find not any that were 


their 
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their Repentance they were received into the Churches 
Ce without being Re Baptized. _ 
Arg. That which is a perverting of the Ordinance 


of G God, and a prophane taking of his Holy Name in vain 


miſt needs be ſinful. But thus cauſleſly to reiterate Bap- 
tiſm, and Baptize over again thoſe who were once right- 
y Baptized, is a Prophanation of the Ordinance, and a ta- 


king of Gods Name in vain, therefore ſinful. Sacraments 


are the ſacred inſtitutions of our Bleſſed: Saviour, and the 
moſt venerable Myſteries of our Religion, and ought to 
be treated by all Perſons, with the greateſt folemnity and 
reſpe& ; now to repeat them without juſt cauſe, and a fic 
occaſion.1s to trifle with them; and to take the tremen- 
dous Name 0. God in vain in the ule of them. 

F. Arg. ' Sactilegiouſly t6 renounce our firſt Dedication 
to God, and to give Satan the higheſt advantage againſt 
us, that he Can deſire, muſt certainly ye Kaub in the 
higheſt degree. Hl 

But for a Perſon to dow 2 opti, is erlegten 
ſy to renglince his firſt Dedication to God, to renounce 
his former Relation to Chriſt, and does give Satan au un- 
ſpeakable zdvantage Againſt" a'perſon. Therefore in the 
higheſt degree ſinful. Our Dedication to God in Baptiſm, 


is a Dedication'for eyer ; ſothat to renounte'that, is to re- 


nounce our Relation to Gods Family; toi renounce our 


ſtanding in Chriſt's Kingdom, to cur off our ſelves froti 


that Body of which Chiiſt is the Head, and in effect to 
renounce Chriſtianity it felf, ods 1) er. 

And as to chat Power and Advantage, which it dives 
the Devil over a' Perſon, I need fay but this: That ' ſeveral. 
of thoſe vile People called Witches, who have made a for- 


\ 


mal Covenant and exprels contract with the Devil, Have 


declared; tt 
them , 


the firſt thing which Satan has required of 


could get no Power over them; and after which they 
hag no Av vo reſiſt or withſtand erg 63 
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renounce their Baptiſm, before which he 
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56. Arg. If che Church has held it ſinful to Baptize 
ſach Perſons over again, bo had the eſſential of Bap 
_ cilm, tho; Baptized by Hereticks: Then is it much more 

 inful to Re-baptize luch as are rightly Baptized by law: 
ful Miniſters. But the Church has all along cefuſed to Rap 
tize them oper again, who were at firſt Bapriz'd by He- 
reticks ; it the Ordinance for the ſubſtance ot it were right 
| Eee, Therefore much lefs ought Per- 
* - tons, who are already rightly Baptized by the true Mini. 
ten of Chriſt, to ſubmit to be Baptized over again, nor 
| can they ſubmit unto it without Sin. | 


4 8 — 


where Baptiſm is rightly adminiftred by a due Applicati- 
| on of the Ward and Water, tho by an Heretick, yet it 
is certaiply yalid and good; and accordingly the Church 
appointed that ſuch Baptized Perſons ſhould be Cate: 
cChiſed and Inſtructed in the Faith they were Baptized 
into; and ſo by Prayers and Impoſition of Hands were re- 
- ceived into Communion with the Church; but were ne- 
ver Re-baptized. Nay further, this was not only the opi- 


allo the judgment ap of the reformed. Churches 

at this day: For if a Perſon be Baptized by a Romiſh 
|. Prieft, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
ol the Holy Ghoſt, and with the Element of Water, if 


nion, the Reformed Churches will not Baptize him over 
ga gain: but exhort him and oblige him to make a right 
t _ _ - uſe of that Baptiſm which was (for Subſtance) rightly 
Adminiſtred to him: tho! in an undue manner. _ 
WPhat a high degree of Cenſoriouſneſs and unchari- 
tableneſs then is it, in you of the Anabapriſts perſwaſion, 
+ to condemn the Baptiſm of all the Reformed. Churches 
throughout the World as Null and Void, to pro ce it 
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ly as you have naw done at this preſent Conference, that 
- there is no true Baptiſm, no true Church but amongſt 
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It was a concluded Caſe in the Primitive Church X chat 


nion and practice of the Primitive Church of old, but it is 


Wa rng sers OS 


afterwards this Perſon: comes into the Proteſtant Commu- | 


* Hot an lrregularity only, but a Nullity alſo: Affirmiſig bold- 


rere 


: * 
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Jou do now, that Almighty God had no Church, no 
Ordinances, no People but amongſt them, who were a 


poor handful of deluded Mortals, in a corner of Africa. 


Therefore for a cloſe of this Arguryent concerning the 
finfulneſs of Re-baptizing ; Allow me Ipray you, liberty 
in the Name of my great Maſter, and forthe Honour of 
his Holy Inſtitutions, which have been ſo ſhamefully pro- 


ſticuted by ſome of you lately in our Neighbourhood, to 
expoſtulate the caſe with ſuch of you as have ſubmitted 


to be Baptized over again. Sirs, I beſeech you ſeriouſly 
to conlider both the Sin committed againſt God, and the 
ſcandal given to good Men ; by renouncing your former 
Baptiſm, you have renounced your firſt Dedication to 

30d, your former Relation to Chriſt : you have diſown'd 
that ever you were Members of his Body: You have pro- 


faned a Solemn Ordinance of God, and taken his Holy 


Name in vain, you have Condemned all the: Reformed 


q Churches throughout the World, who decry this pra. 
_ Rice of yours as an Abomination : Conſider I beleech 


you how you have fallen, and repent, © 


Alſo for the publick ſcandal you have lately given to | 


all ſober Chriſtians, you ought to be greatly humbled : 
ly from the place it ſelf in which you have been 


Swine wallow, partly from the conſideration of that 
Scorn and Contempt which was caſt upon a 


pracfe, my advice is, as you love your Sduk, and va- 
lue your inward peace, avoid the ſnare, ſhun all occaſi- 


The Ginſtimſs of Re-Baptizing 7 
your ſelves : which was exactly the Opinion of the B- 
natifs in the days of St. Auſt in: who affirmed then, as 


e-baptized, a filthy Pond in which Horſes tumble, and 


pretended . - 
Ordinance of God by the promiſcuous Multitade, who © 


beheld this Action of yours with diſdain and derifion. - . 
God grant your repentance may be as publick as your _ 
offence, aud the ſcandal given by your offence. - And 
for ſuch of you whom God has yet kept from this finful © 
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ons, come not near the Tents of theſe Men. Know thae 


you are already in the 8 l of a Chureh, | wn 4 
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. 15 „ The Sinfulneſs of Re-Baptizing. 1 
, Teave us, the farther you go, the worſe you'l ſpeed. 


I know what your Dipper here will reply to all this, 
1 that he is againſt *Re-baptizing alſo, and therefore to 
perſwade you to come under his hands, he will tell you, 
that he calls you to Baptiſm, not to be Re baptized, you 
being (as he inſinuates) never Baptized at all, becauſe 
you were Rantiz d, not Baptiz d, Sprinkled, not Dipped, 
or Plunged all over in the Water; which, ſays he, is fo 
neceſſary in the Act of Baptizing, that a Perſon may as 
well omit to baptize in ne Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as omit the Dipping the 
Party baptiz'd under the Water, which is the next part 
of the Controverſie between us and you. For the clearer 
underſtanding of which I ſhall do three thing. 
1. Lay down ſome general Propoſitions relating to this 
)́ꝰꝛi(. . of 1008 
2. Produce our Arguments which fally ſatisfy us, 
touching the Lawfulneſs of our way of Baptizing with- 
re ft ant 
:. Return an anſwer to what you offer in plea for the 
juſtifying your own Practice and condemning ours. 
1. General Propoſitions for the clearing of this Con- 
| toverſie. AE * en | 0; : j 49 
1. Prop. That we ought to diſtinguiſh + betwixt that 
which is of the Eſſence of Baptiſm, and ctharwhich only 
3s accidental in Baptiſm : The Word and the Element of 
Water are of the Eſſence of Baptiſm: Aecedat verbum 
ad Elementum & fit Sacra mentum: lays St. Auſtin: let 
the word of Inſtitution be added to the Water, and it be- 
comes a Sacrament; but tho? Water be eſſential in Bap- 
= tiſm, yet the dus applicandi; chat is, the manner of 
= applying the Water to the perſon baptized,” is only Cir- 
L Gimſtantial :» Some apply the Perſon to the Water, o- 
_ hers apply the Water to the Perſon ; both are Narran- 
table, becauſe we have ſufficient reaſon to believe that 
Baptiſm was Adminiſtred both ways by the fitſt Admini- 
=  Rtators obir,-as-ſhell be made appeat in its plice. 
* WE 2 4 ſs 2 Prop. 
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Ile Non neceſity of Dipping. 40 
2. Prop. That the way and manner of applying the 
hi. Water in baptiſm is not poſitively determined in the 

Holy Scriptures, it cannot be gathered either from the 
ſpnification of the word, or from the ſignificancy of the 
Ceremony, or from the Command of Chriſt. Not from 
the fignification of the Original word, tor that ſigniſies 
to Waſh as well as to Dip. Not from the ſigniſicancy of 
; {> che Ceremony, For the pouring out of Water on the | 
Perſon baptized, is as ſignificative as the pouring out of 
the Blood of Chriſt, and the pouring forth the Spirit of 
he Chriſt upon the Chriſtians, (which is the thing ſignified 
in baptiſm) as Gipping can be: and farther we meet 
with no command from Chrilt to evince the neceſſity ei- 
ther of dipping or Sprinkling ; we are required to bap- 
his ze with Water, in the name of the Father, Cc. But 

we find no Command either for the meaſure and quan- 
tity of the Water, or ſor the manner of applying the 
Water in Baptiſm, any more than we find for the quan- 
tity of bread, or the quality of Wine in the Lords Supper. 
* 3. Prop. That as there is a probability that baptiſm 
was Adminiſtred in che Apoſtles times by immerſion or 
Dipping, ſo there is likewiſe a probability that it was 
Adminiftred by aſperſion or Sprinkling, if ſuch as were 
Baptized in Jordan and A＋uon were Baptized by Dip- 
y ping, yet ſachas were Baptized in their own Houſes, as 
„ St Paul, AG. 9. 18, 19. And the Jaylor at midnight, 

and thoſe 3000 that were Baptized, Ac. 2. On the 


x Fealt of Pentecoſt, before the : Congregation then Aſſem- 
bled at Feruſalem : Surely it is much more probable that 


theſe were baptized by Sprinkling or pouring Water on 
# the face: that repreſenting the whole Perlca : for the Dip® - 
ping ſo many thouſands over Head and Ears in a River” 


Y would have been a work of many days, which the Text 
\. Tells us vas done the ſame day, AB.” 2. 41. So that the 
at manner of applying the Water being not poſitively de. 
. | termined in Scripture, it ſeems probable enough, that Bap- 


aiim was and may be-adminiſtredeither way, both by 
Dipping and Sprinkling. —D3 4. Prop, 
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ile Nowneceſhty of Dipping. 

F _ - 4. Prop. That we do not oppoſe the Lazfulnefs of I cle: 
Dipping in ſome caſe, but the neceſſity of Dipping in all I cee 
caſes. Our Church acknowledges the Lawſulneſs of Dip. Þ| ing 

ping, and in ſome caſes directs us to it, but ſhe does not Di 
account it fo eſſential to Baptiſm as to enjoyn it in all ca- | 

ſes, without any reſpect had to times and perſons. For || nil 

the _ of ſuch a circumſtance being undetermined | ex 
| in the Word of God, is no change or Violation of the I uf 

Original Inſticurion. - | 4 

3. Prop. That none ought to put a Divine Inſticution || ti 
upon any Rite, at their own pleaſure, when it is in its | 80 

- own nature indifferent: and conſequently thoſe who lay 
ſuch a mighty ſtreſs upon Dipping, as to pronounce the In 
Baptiſm of all the Reformed Churches throughout the t. 
World Null and Void without it,ought to prove it an un- : 

t 
] 
\ 
( 


changeable Rite intended by Chriſt co oblige and bind all 
Nations, all Perſons, and at all Times, and of ſuch indi- 
_ ſpenſable neceſſity that the Voluntary Omiſſion of it is a 
din: Now that Man muſt have a large ſhare of confidence 
that will aſſert this concerning Dipping. Ns 
6. Prop. That in Sacraments it is not the quantity of 
Elements but the fignificancy of them, that ought to be 
attended: In Circumcifion it was not the quantity of || | 
Fleſh cut off, ſo much as the ſignification of it, that the 
Jews were to concern themſelves about: So in the Lords 
pper it is not the quantity of Bread and Wine, but the 
light apprebenfion of the thing ſignified, thereby that we 
ſhould labour after. Sure I am, that the Taſting and Ea- 
ting of a little Bread, and Drinking a ſmall quantity of 
Wine does ſigniſie to me my full Communian with Chriſt 
yn 8 _ largeſt Banquet could do. Thus alſoin Bap- 
tilm a few drops of Water pour'd upon me, may ſignity, 
Seal, conveigh and confirm to 5 ow ; intereſt 
in all the benefits of mySaviours Death and i 
23 fully as if with Jenab, I were plunged into the Main 
| Ocean. Pb Os "Le 4 ; >), 
Theſe General propoſitions being laid down for the 
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ing the Lawfulnek of our Adminiſtring Baptiſm without 


not neoeſlary. I ſhould not trouble this Auditory with 


- which is a great miſtake : For the Primitive word Ba'r7#, 


the Law. In the original, it is divers baptiſms. 


vas ſprinkled, ſometimes N 
1 were Dipped or Plunged 
Sprihk 


ginal it is, Except they be 5 Now the 
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The. Nownectſity of Dipping. 51 
clearer underſtanding of this Water-controverſie, I pro- 
ceed to produce thoſe arguments, which ſatisfie us touch 


Dipping. | 
r. Arg. Such an application 'of Water in the Admi- 
niſtration of Baptiſm, as the Spirit of God in Scripture 
expreſly calls Baptizing, is Lawful and ſufficient to be 
uſed in Baptim. 5 
But ſprinkling or be why upon the party Bap- 


tired, without Dipping, is by the Spirit of God in divers 


Scriptures, expreſly called a Baptizing 
| "Therefore it is Lawful and ſufficient, and Dipping 


the ſignification of the Original word, which we render 
to Baptize; Did not the Anabaptifts confidently aſſert 
that it always ſignifies to Dip or Plunge a Perſon or 
thing wholly under Water, or at leaſt that Dipping or 
Plunging is the Primary 8 of the Word, 


(from whence comes Barrie) ſignifies to Die, or give 
a new Colour, a Metaphor taken from a Dyers Fat. And 
altho' I am not fond of Notions gather'd from Metapho- 
rical expreſſions, I will adventure to ſay for once, that 
the Metaphor may ſerve not unfitly to remind us of our 
priviledge in Baptiſm, whereby our Souls are made re- 
ceptive of a new Colour, by being imbued with the 
Tincture of that Faith which we are Baptized into. And 
as for the derivative word Berricv. Sometimes it ſigni- 
fies to Dip or Plunge, ſometimes to Walſh or Cleanſe: ©» 
Thus, Heb, 9.4. 10. we read of divers Waſhings under 
ow ohne hd 
were thoſe Waſhings but Sprinkling ? Sometimes Blood 
ater was poured forth. No 
in Blood, yet thoſe 
lings are called Baptizings. Thus alſo in St. Mark 7. 
v 4: The Pharilees Eat not exceps they Waſh. In the Ori: 
manner of 
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"Waſhing before Meat is ſufficiently known, not to be by 


well as when adminiſtred by Dipping and Plunging 


Dipping, but by pouring Water; fee 2 King, 3. v. 11, 
Eliſha poured water on the Hands of Flies : We read alſo 
of their Baptiſms (or) Waſhings of Beds and Tables ma- 


ny times a day, which if done by Dipping, beſides ma- 


ny other inconyeniencies, would make the labour of 
the Jews intolerable, and the burthen inſupportahle. 


If then the word (Baptize) be a word of Latitude and 


large ſiguification: If it ſignifies as well to Sprinkle and 


Walſh, as to Plunge and Dip, then for you to build 
an Article of Faith upon the fgnification of that word, 
and to condemn our Baptilm as Null and Void, when 


the ſubject Baptized is Waſhed,” tho not Dipd and 
lung d, is unreaſonably weak, and to all Wiſe Men.ut- 


y 7 4 * 
eee Again Dipping. If Baptiſm adminiſtred 
by | pacing Water on the Face, (repreſenting the whole 
perſon) doth anſwer the Uſe and End of Baptiſm, as 


Then Dipping is not eſſentially and abſolutely neceſſary 
in the Act of Baptizing. But the one anſwers the Uſe and 
End of Baptiſm as well as the other. Therefore the one 


Cannot be more neceſſary than the other. What is the 


” "Uſe and End of Baptiſm but to repreſent to our minds 
the effuſion of Chriſt's Blood for the taking away the 


Guilt of Sin, and che pouring forth of the Holy Spirit, for 


.- the purging. away the Filth of it? Now the Sprinkling 
. of the Blood of Chriſt, and the pouring forth of his Holy . 
Spirit upon the Infant, are more fully and plainly repre- 
_Jented by Baptiſm, as adminiſtration by Sprinkling than 


+ by Dipping. For thus Argue: 
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Ik die Inward. and Spiritual Grace ſignified by Bap 


dim, be more lively repreſented by Sprinkling, than by 
Dipping :\Then ſurely Sprinkling is not only as, Lawful, 


" a * 


but mote expedient then Dipping - 


. | | | een arenen 
But the Inward and Spiritual Grace ſignified by Bap. 
Film, to wit, che cleanſing of che Soul kh the Grace and 
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Spirit of Chriſt, is more lively repreſented by Spunk. 
accordingly we find Almighty God himſelf, often ex- 


yet with any Probability of their being dipped, when 


| ches throughout the World to be Null and Void. 


Lodgings, being Sick and Weak, having Faſted three 


their credulity at their own di poſe, SVG OY 1 


Th he Non. — ity f Dipping. 


ling chan by Dipping. Therefore more expedient, and 


preſſing that mercy. of Sanctification by this, action, 
Exel. 36.25. Then will J Sprinkle clean Water upon you, * 
and ye hal be clean, &c. 

3. Arg. If dipping were eſſentially and abſolutely 
neceſſary in Baptiſm, then in all the Baptiſms recorded in 
Scripture, we ſhould meet with full proof, or at leaſt 
with fair probability, that the parties bap: ized were all 
dipped: But in ſeveral inſtances of Baptizzd perſons Re- 
corded in Scripture, we meet with no ſuch Proof, nor 


they were baptized, but the contrary. Theretore ſurely, 
dipping cannot be ſo eſſential to baptiſm, as for want. of 
it, to pronounce the Baptiſm ot all the Reformed Churh 


Obſerve a few inſtances in the New Teſtament... 
1. Take notice of St. Pauls baptiſm by. Ananias, Acts 9. 
v. 18, 19. He aroſe and was Baptized ; and when be bad 
5 Meat, be was ſtrengthened: Read the Context, 
and you will be convinced that he was Baptized in his 


whole Days; now being in this low condition, partly 
by his Miraculous Viſ" ion, and partly by his extraordinary 
faſting, I appeal to you, whether it be probable to con- 
ceive that Ananias carried him out to a River in that con- 
dition to plunge him in cold Water. 
2. Obſerve the inſtance of the Jaylor, FE! x6. 33. 
And be took them the ſame hour. of the night, and.waſhed tber 
ſtripes, and was Baptized, be and all. bis. ſtraig bt. Way. 
That St. Paul, Who was newly . walbed. of his- Sores 
occaſioned by his Stripes, ſhould carry the Jaylge. and all 
his in the Dead of the Night, out to River or Pand to 
Ba aptize them, i is only to be believed, by lach,as have 


Whapthey lil... bunt k rsd ze W. N. 123 
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3. Weread, Act, 2. 4r. of three thouſand Baptized 
in one day, in the ſame place where they heard St. 
Peter: Sermon which Converted them: This place the, 
Text tells us was Feruſalem, and muſt be either the 
Temple, or fame Houſe; or in a Street, where ſuch quan- 
tities of Water could not be found, as might ſerve forthe 
decent Dipping of fo many thouſands in io ſhort à time, 
and beſides; that Baptizing fo many by Dipping, would 
have requifed a Week rather than a Day to diſpatch 
it in. a | 
4. Arg. Againſt the neceſſity of Dipping, is thus: If 
Baptiſm be an Iluſſitution preſcribed to all Nations, then 
its manner of Adminiſtration being common to all, muſt 
be poſſible to all, but Baptiſm cannot be Adminiſtred 
in lome Countries by Dipping. 1. In regard of the 
difficulty of the thing: Some Countrys ſcarce having 
Water enough to drink, nota River, nor a Brook in ma- 
ny miles compaſs, 2. In regard. of the danger of the 
thing: For doubtleſs our Saviour, who prefers mercy 
before Sacrifice, allows the Adminiſtration of the Ocdi- 
«nance in ſuch a way as is conſiſtent with his Peoples 
” Hives, which muſt in ſome Countries-eſpecially at fome 
| ſeaſons of the year, be in extream danger by dipping : 
None at all (ſays you in your Letter to me) for the pre- 
tence of God can make the cold water hot: Who queſti- 
ons his power, fay I, but where is his promiſe ? Why, ſay 
Jou, in J. 43. 2. ben thou paſſeſt thorow the Waters, I 
"Will be with thee. (Good God, was there ever ſuch an 
ignorant wreſting the Scriptures, ſince they were fitſt 
Written, as at this day is made by thele Lay-Preachers:) 
But wherher'you will believe or not, that Dipping in 
the Northern Countries will endanger Life, I am better 
farisfied, than if I experienced ir, by reading an Act 
made by the Senate at Zurich in Zwitzerland, that if an 
. Anabaptift Dip any of their People, he ſhould be puniſh'd 
with Drowning. 8 we: r 
5. rg. Whatſoever has à tendency W _ 
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end of? X Xt 
"Whereas Almighty God is very tender over the Life 


breach of the ſixth and ſeventh Commandment by en- 
dangering our Own or our Neighbours Life, Health or 


_ Chaſtity, is not ſafe, but ſintul. PE rg iy: 
But Baptiſm by dipping as Adminiſtred by ſome Per- 


ſons, and in ſome places may expoſe all-theſe to hazard: 
Theretore it is not fafe, but finful. How many thou- 


land perſons Strong and Weak, Old and Young, would 


this plunging over Head and Ears in Northern Countries, 
and in the Winter ſeaſon infallibly deltroy and make an 


of Man, he would not have the 7ewiſh Infants Circum- 
ciſed betore the eighth day, leſt they had not ſufficient 
ſtrength to bear it: and ſurely he is not leſs merciful to 


the feed of his people now, than he was under the Law. 
What a burthen was Circumciſion accounted. before it 
was removed? But verily you go about to ſubſtitute as 


heavy a burthen in the room of it, nay heavier, for Cir- 


camciſion put one pait of the Body to pain, but your 


Dipping affects tie whole body. Now theretore, why 


tempt you God, by putting a Loał of ſervitude upon the 
neck ot Chriſt's Free- Men, which neither they nor their 


Children are able ro bear. | 


Farther, this practice of yours endangers your Own, 


and your Neighbours Chaſtity. For either you dip the 
perſon naked, or cloathed; it cloathed, by what aurho- 


rity do. you baptize the cloaths, together with the per- 2 
fon ? If naked, or next to naked, what unclean thoughts 


and filthy. deſires may this Occaſion, if not in the Actors, 
1 the gazing Spectators ? Whereas all the 
inances of God ought to be performed with that 


gravity and modeſty, with that ſhame-facednels and So- 


briety, as may extort à Veneration from all beho 


ders, 


and nd proſtitute them to contempt aud ſcorn. 


05. But, ſay you in your Letter to me, what | 
deſty was in Iydis and other wonen in Scripture, who, 
as e. believe, were baptized ty dipping ? 
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366% The Now-neceſſity of Dipping. 
4 - Anſw. Prove it poſitively that they were dipt if you 
can, and then I will Anſwer you, that that may be Law- 


ful and modeſt in one Country, which is ſinful and im- 


' modeſt in another. In ſome Hot Countries it is no immo- 
deſſy to go Naked, but he that ſhall do fo in England, will 
be accounted an immodeſt beaſt. In Boaz, his Country, 
it was no immodeſty in Ruth to come behind him, unco- 
ver kis Feet, and lye down by him; but ſhould a young 
Maid ſerve you fo, if you are a modelt Man, you would 
certainly account her a Whore for ſo doing. 


tration which Almighty God has med and bleſt to 


dren and People, ought not to be accounted either fin- 
fully Adminiſtred, or invalid in the Adminiſtration; _ 

But the Adminiſtration of baptiſm without dipping, 
has Almighty God highly honoured, and ſignally bleſt, 
to the comfort and advantage of multitudes of his Ser- 
vants, many of whom are yet alive, and many more re- 
joyce in Heaven, for the benefit and comfort of their 
Baptiſm; tho* never Dipt : Therefore what preſumptive 
raſhneſs is ic in you, to pronounce the Ordinance of 
baptiſm thus Adminiſtred and thus ble, to be Null and 
W 

Having thus breed the 8 for the Law- 
fulneſs of our way of Adminiſtring Baptiſm ; I come next 


whether your Arguments for Dipping will hold! Water. 
Your common Pleas are, 


always ( ignifes to Dip, when applied t to the Ge 

of Baptiſm. 

Not always (ay. we) but oſt· times fi if Waſh: 
. ing and Sprinkling, as was largely ſhe wn even now, and 

plainly appears fron- x Cor. 10. 1. They were 4. Baptized 

ante Cloud. This co be no other than by Spire 

ſor they could not be dir in the Cloud. 1200 ov 


— Cad 


-*-6,'Arg. That Ordinance, and that way of Admini. 


the benefit and advantage of many thouſands of his Chil- 


to conſider your way of Adminiſtration, and to examine, 


I. Plea, the word (Baptize) in Spend! lay. you, | 


Obj. a 
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all particulars : Then as the perſon buried is altogether 
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| 05. Ob! but ſay you, this was no real Baptiſm, but 
Typical only and extraordinary. | 


Anſw. It was real Baptiſm, for Moſes Baptiſm and 


Chriſt's differ'd not in ſubſtance, the 1raelites Baptiſm 
was a Prodimus and fore- runner of our Baptiſm, but be it 


as it will: this inſtance ſhews and confutes you that the 
word Baptize doth not always ſignifie to Dip. . 


Obj. But ſay yeu, the Dutch Annotators thus render 


the word (Baptize) to Doop or Dip, and tor Fobn the 


Baptiſt they read John the Dooper. Therefore, G. 
Anſw. Very well: and ſuppoſe our Engliſh Annotators 


had rendred it Jobn the ' Sprinkler, as the -Dutch have 


rendred it Jobn the Dipper, had not the Argument been 
the fame? What a mighty impertinency is this to lay ſo 
much ſtreſs upon the fignification of a Word which is ta- 
ken in ſeveral ſenſes, as the great Maſters of the Greek- 
Tongue have abundantly proved? A 

2. Plea. But Baptiſm, ſay you, ſignifies the Death and 


| Burial of Chriſt ; now- Dipping is a more lively repreſen- 


tation of Chriſts Death, for thereby the party Baptized is 


received into the Boſom of the Water, as our Saviour was 


into the Boſom of the Earth. 


Anſw. Baptiſm may ſigniſie the Death of Chriſt; and 
be ſo adminiſtred as lively to repreſent the Death of our 


Saviour, without expoſing thoſe who are Baptized to 
the danger of Death, and may fignifie Chriſt's burial too; 
without ſending the Baptized perſon to his Grave. Even 
in Sprinkling, there is a plain Repreſentation of Chriſt's 
death, for the pouring forth of the Water not unfitly te- 
preſents the pouring forch the Earth upon a dead Body; 
but if you will cloſely follow the Metaphor of hurial in 


paffive, and laid in the Grave only by others; in like 
manner, the party Baptized ought to put neither 


Foot, nor Leg, nor Thigh into the Water himſelf, but te 


Dipper ought to take him up in his Arms, and lay his in- 


tire Body into the Water, as a Man is laid into his Grave 
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the per ſous whom you pretend co Baptize, go into the 


Water near the Waſte; now fo far as they go in of them- 


_ lves, they baptize themſelves ; why do you not keep - 
| - "Gloſeto the Metaphor of burying, and lay them down in- 
: _ tirelyintothe hoſom of the water. I conteſs Thave heard 


of ſome of you, that have kept cloſer to this Metaphor of 
Burial ; and have kept che Baptized perſons ſo long un- 


dex water, that they have been almoſt choaked and bu. 


Ther condamneſt rhy ſelf, inaſmuch as thou 


in eat of the Water, 


ried alive; ſo that by this you ſee, what little reaſon you 
have ta make ſuch an outcry againſt us, for baptizing 
only a part of the Body inſtead of the whole; it is ve- 
y plain you do the ſame your ſelves, you baptize only 
from the waſte upward, all che lower part is put under 
water by themſelyes, not by you: Thou ther judgeſt anr 

dot the ſame 


3. Plea. Our bleſſed Saviour, ſay you, was Baptized 
at thirty years of Age, and then by Dipping : For he went 
. Mat. 3. 16. and ſhall not we imi- 

tate our dear Saviours Example? Loder 
Au,. Yes, in all things wherein he has commanded 
you to follow it. Remember that Chriſt was circumci- 
ted at eight days old in his Infancy, and altho he was 


not Baptized in his Infancy, yet was he Baptized in the 
Infancy of Baptiſm : Our Saviour being very early Bap- 


tired of St. Fobn, after he entred upon that Office; as 
far the manner of our Saviours Baptiſm we have no cer- 


: "4 Plea. But Fobn Baptized in ¶᷑Ænon, becauſe there 


4 2 0 * 


tainty, for his going up out of the water is expounded 
by ſome,” of the Scituation of the River Jordan, which 


Was beneath the place where St. John was teaching; 


but ſuppoſe that our Saviour did go down into the wa- 
ter, and was Baptized by Immerſion, where has he 
commanded you to go into Water, becauſe: he did; 


an Example without a Precept, eſpecially in an extraor- | 


dinary Perſon, and in extraordinary Caſe, as our Sayiouts 
was, is not binding. | 


was 


— * 


1 


The Non-neceſſity of Dipping. 49 
was much water there, and Philip went down With the 
Eunuch into the water, therefore dipping was the way 
then. | 4 
1. Anſw. As for St. Fobns baptizing in «£nov, Job. 
3-23. Let the Original be conſidered: and it is not, there 
was ainu vdop, much Water, but Tune #IaTe, many War 
ters: that is, many Streams or Rivulets of water there, 
and Sandy's Travails tell us, that they were ſo ſhallow as 
not to reach above the Ankles ; fo that the ſmall. quantity 
of water would hardly admit of baptiſm by dipping. 
2. But ſuppoſe they did baptize by dipping then, 
when there was neither danger nor indecency; yet it 
doth not follow that all Nations muſt do che fame, and 
that at all times; unleſs (1.) Practice and Example be 
a ſufficient ground for the Infticution of a Sacramental 
Rite. (2.) Unleſs it can be proved that every circum- 
{tance belonging to a Sacrament is of an unchangeable 
and cid tua £7 Nature, and fo neceſſary that ic ma 
not in any Caſe be altered without fin, Both which 
will appear ad Gracas calendat. Having now diſpateht 
the Controverſial: I come in the laſt place to the Practi · 
cal part of this Diſcourſe,  _- 
1. All you that are pious Parents, Bleſs God for this 
Birth-priviledge ; and be not wrangled 1 it, own 
it as an invaluable favour that Almighty Gad has ta- 
ken your Children into Covenant with Himſelf, tage- 
ther with your ſelves; when you dedicate your Chil- 
dren to God in baptiſm, God Seals unto them preſentiy, 
their Names are put into the Deed; and during their 
Infancy Chriſt the Mediator of the Covenant is ſurety 
tor them: If when they grow up, they diſlike their 
Maſter and turn Renegado's, it is neither Gods fault, 
nor-thine, if they be caſt out of Covenant, nay caſt in- 
to Hell; what low. and contemptible. choughts ſoever 
lome- men have of this Birth-pciviledge, I dare appeal 
to the tender Bowels of any Chriſtian Parent, whether 
be would not ſooner part with his Children iuto Capti-  Þþ 
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viry, and Cloſe rather to fee them Galley-ſlaves in Tur | 


key, and at the ſame time in Covenant with God; than 


to enjoy them in his Arms, and not have them Mem- 


bers of Chriſt's Body. Tea J will add, that it would be 
a much ſeſs Sorrow to a pious Parent, to ſee his Children 


datht apiinlt the Stones, and yer to die under Chrift's 


Wing, as Viſible Members of his Body ; then to have 
them live all their days in his fight, having no other than 
a viñble ſfanding in the Devils Kingdom. 
It is not meet ſays our Saviour, to take Childrens Bread, 
and caſt it unto Dogs: Baptiſm is the Bread of the Lord, 
which he would have given to his Children: God 
Almighty then forgive thoſe Men, who make the In- 


___ - fant Seed of Believers no better than Dogs; and pro- 


nounce them as uncapable of benefit by Baptiſm as un- 
reaſonable Creatures, and declare it to be as lawful to 
 Chriſten'a Bell, as to Baptize a Child; that when it 


rains, if 'a Parent bring his Child into the open Air, 


and let the Cloud ſprinkle it; it is as effectual as if the 


© Prieſt Baptiz'd it. Verily the day is haſtning, when a 


ſevere account muſt be given by theſe Men, for all the 
hard ſpeeches they have uttered againſt the Innocent 
Lambs in Chriſt's Flock, for which the great Shepherd 
died. As for you that hear me this day, if you love 
your felyes and your Children in your ſelves, ſtand up 


* in the defence of your Childrens Magna Charts, in op- 


poſition” ro all thoſe that will bring their Quo Warrant 


ainſf it; and verily when I conſider what an invalua- 


ble Ptiviledge the Covenant-Bleſſing is, I cannot but 


Wonder that any pious Parent who is withal Jadicious; | 


ſhouldfaffer himſelf to be Bubbl'd out of it. But eſpe- 
cidlly Fadmire, how it comes to paſs that you that are 
Mothers, who have naturally ſuch a ſtrong Affection 

to your Innocent Babes, ſhould yet be in Love with 


WE this oer Opinion, which not only ſets your Children 
i their Infancy, in no better State than Pagans and In- 
Fee, birranks thein amongſt Dogs and Swine, as Of 
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The Prata Oe of denne 
their incapatĩty of receiving any beneſit by baptiſn: 
But 1 ealtly anſwer my felf bos tllat Woh thro che 


"weakneſs of their underſtandings, do not apprehend the. 


Conlequentes of this Opinion; and 15 by maifjtain the 
of their Children Each, "Whilſt chey deſtroy 

thi | rounds of it; which” is indeed right Womens Lo- 
pick; to hold the Conchifion, and yet deny the premiſes 
chat h, to believe that their Children are fived, and yet 
deny chat they ate in Chvetiant with God, which is the 
great round of hopefor ei Sate, ED NETS 
2.” 0 me exhott all you that ate Parents, or may be 
ſich; tg tate fpecial care that you conſcientiouſly diſcharge 
your to your Children, as you will anſwer the cons 
efary at che baer © of God; and that you may dolo, know” 


TY; Nenn is to be Ker for them before they ans -orm 
2, Sbthethimg as ſoon 4 they are born. x n 
e a8 Toon as they, come to years of a} 
ah 5e your Chidten ate born (1 MakLinia 
muchas in $4: lieth, that they may be born within che 
Covenant, and onder the 'Promiſe, by 'your "bei 
in Covenant with N54 gur ſelves; ſe that the LI 


F pd, a God in enant with! vou; and vw 


you may * otfoctably 1885 chat he wilf be the G 
F (eech in cheit N ee but infa 
is le W Knowledge, how much 900 they dead 


being bort of wicked Parents, hg open Rebel 


Pronn your Children are horn uf e e 


under {he Bromile, du may Pele ol ibem as . 
fal ſetd. Farther” (Z.) Make it u 
dur Children are born, co Knckiße 
1 Jolle _ Prayer ahd. THankfsivit iden 
Wie of a ble 17 5 achey ire" 
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62 fle Practical 22 of vfaxr-Baprifm, | 
= 1 "7 B commending them by Prayer unto, his blefling. 
3 A ſoon your Children are born, preſent them iqt F. 
b Lord, Dedicate and devote them 15 * ſervice ol 
Maker i in the Ordinance of bapt = this — 


hildren to God in Baptiſm ſpeedily. ; do not unne 


ing to Circumciſe his Child; and leſt you ſhould be in as 
much danger, as he was alſo: When he Angel of the Lord 
met bim in the way, and ſought to kill Fray, Exod. 4. 24. 
Again, (2.) Dedicate your Children to God oyfally. 
looking upon the day of their baptiſm as the day of their 
eſpouſal to Chriſt, as the day of their Admiſſion into his 
Family, and conſequently a day of greater Joy than their 
Marriage-day to the Mighteſt Monarchs upon Earth; 
and with much greater Thankſulneſs to be celebrated. 
63.0 Make uſe of a publick opportunity io do this in; do 
not. huddle up your Childrens baptiſm in priyate, but 
5 them ws to God in the Face of the Congregation, 
— * that by the Prayers of many, the incomes of the 
rdznance may | be the more Plentiſul; and partly, that the 
ERatißation of t he, engagement m be the e 
19 Tord, ſhall the oppolers of ln 
F out  darknels and private Corners, and in the Face of 
' 427 LN dip their deluded Proſelites at 
ſhall. we, who do that which is a joy- 


were 2 deed of darknel ; God forbid 2 
Corners to baptize our Infants in, whilſt 


[= to Holy Angels and gopd Men, decline the 
45. 


. leſt God juſtly permit the Enemies of .the 
'v 2 55 L a to fores pl Fa. Corners when 


2 ſogn 35 The Clin 0 e 


of Vide 
„ 8 


Si. Joyfully,; and publicly : 815 Decke y E. 


rily delay it; for thereby you will implicicely den God 
the Title, which by Vertue of the Covenant he has to 
© - your ſeed, as ſoon as; ever they are yours; nay. farther, 
upon ſuch delay you have great reaſon to ſear, leſt God 
thould be angry wich you, as he was with Moſes for delay- 


fant bapeill mn, Fes. 


 *" BaptiſmOrged aud Enforced. * ' 63 
ſtatding : Endeavour to make them ſenſible of ' their 
baptifmal Dedication and Engagements, and that they 

I begin eafly to walk/ſuirably thereunto. What's the rea. 

reaſon ſo little fruit appears. of this Advantageous and 

I Soul engaging Ordinance of baptiſm in the lives of Chil- 
dren? is it not too often from the Parents neglect? We 

I read, that when Neg God was offended wich' Moſes 
for neglectingto Circumcile his Child'; his Wiſe 1 

N in a Paſſion threw the Childs Fore skin at him, fay ing, 

| | 4 Bloody Huiband haſt thou heen unto me: Oh | How many 

I Children another day, will throw the very Coals of Hell 
at their Parents Heads, and ſay, A Bloody Father, or a 

7 Bloody Mother have you'bgen'unto me, you laid me un- 
der an'Oath and Vow to God in my baptiſm, but you 

took no Care to acquaint me with the Nature of that Ob- 

ligation,” Oh Cruel Parent, that never put up Prayer for 
me, that never dropt Tear over me, that never gave an 
word of ſpiritual Counſel or Soul-Advice unto me. Ot 
what a Terrour will it be unto you, to hear your Chil- 
dren give 2 judicial Teſtimony. againſt you in the day of 
your Account. Therefore to prevent this, begin early 

> | inftru@ your Children in the Fundamental Principles of 

© | Religion, by a Familie Catechiſing of them. Vouth is 

I ſoft and pliable, and may be bended to our purpoſes 3 

S | when your Children are Young, they are moſt in your 

6 Power, and you have then the greateſt command of them: 

I But eſpecially chen they have not acquired ſuch ill and 

b. vitious habits, nor imbibed ſuch falſe Principles and No- 

* | tices of Things, as they will do aſterwards, if the oppor- 

a tunity of Youth be neglected. 4 ec 85 

e 

7 


Soy then the ſeed gf of good Inſtruction in the Morn- 
ing of your Childrens Youth, before the Enemy ſows 
his Tares. They will be liſping out of Oaths, as ſoon! as 
Words;if you do not teach them to uſe their Tongues aright; 
© | and be ſure you inſtruR them in the Principles 'of ou 
common Chriſtianity, not in the Notions and Priyat 
Opinions of a Sect, or Party. Ti very ecafie to Proſe. 
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Make an early offer, and engage 


8 "The Practice Uegf laue Baptiſm. 
lite young Ones to 4 Faction, and to Eſpouſe them to 
Tome narrow and ſtingy. Opinions :. to beget in them an 
elleem ol a particular Patty of Men,. and to learn them 
Lt ſcorn and deſpiſe all the "World beſides. . 
Whereas the Principles of real Chriſtiany will ie 
them to the Love. and Practice of Univerſal. Be- 
| . and Kindneſs; Train x \ therefore 4 Child in the 
| 3 it frould id go, and when it 1 old it will vor er. 


1 a0 FT geen a ok notice, how Tac as 

1 it to 00, puifpoſe to 95 85 their Children, do 
conclude. it to be as little uſe techiſe them z and 
thereſore they dec 5 ad 15 55 againſt our Hades 
teaching de a and Ten Commatr 
ments, -25 breeding them up in a REM. of 9 and 

5 5100 155 Reverend name in 


Jain, ch would Aa good 
figs in all 1 Pane laboure 555 to ſeaſon ti $3, nder; 
opt ay nes with the Principles of Chriſtiani, 


criptuxes from a Sucking Child, 2 Tim, 3. 15. 
En 8 00 i will ugt Jn 
urniſhe ; the Deyil, 1 Worlg % and, beer eiß: will 


555 m betimes, and, it 
ou, begin not early. with your Children, 208 will be 
: ed 2nd find the work much more 


ifficult; for, 
is. caſier to keep, #6. ſtrang, man out, than to turn 
gut. 

the next place, ler me exhort all, Perſons here pre: 


= a Parents and Children, Young and Old, to a double 
Duty. Oſten reflect upon your baptiſm; but think it 


not ſufficient to Salyation that you ace baptized.” 1 
1. Reflect often upon your own, baptiſm, upon every 
Solemn occalipn,. when. you {ce another preſented. to 
baptiſm, remember your own, and call to mind the ob- 


ion you lie under, to Die to Sin and to Liye unto 
Gd, 


the ſerious reflection upon baptiſm in the Perſon of 
1 £ | another 
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| anity 5 15 bot 5 ene Mother teach | 
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0 another n may 15 more effectual than ii Mazoiftred. over. 


n | again to thee in thine wn Perſon. . God {peaks that to 
m [thee in the Perſon of the Infant, which, once he ſpake 

100 7.8 elt, when thon wert baptized-: and remember 
ze | that - an, ptiſmal engagements: which you took; 1 


e- you many years ago, lye as firmly upon. y 1 
be | Childs, which weze made this day before. your face in 


75 | ſhore, let. it be your great care and your, chief congertl, « 
, you 


i chat hilſt others erroneouſly diſown their Baptilm 
as do not Adee deny yours, but labour ta walk ſuitably 


do to your, haptiſmal engagements. Live as, thoſe that π w- 


1d | Redeemed by, che Blood of Jeſus; as chaſe char ares Sancti - 
7 fied and Sealed hy the Spirit of W as thoſe that do 


ad || Jelus in bis Heavenly Kingdom. 1 «4 fin 
in 2. Think it not ſufficient to IN WR pg that vou have 


zd | been, baptized. Set not up your feſt there, Withgut a 


r: Convexſation in all things agreeable thereunto g. 
ws | know, chat a Man may go to Hell with the BaprilmnabW 
ch. ter on his Face, and the Sacramental Cup in bis Hand 
5. | if he does not Live anſwerable to his engagements |. 8 
ng | the bigher the Priyiledge, the heav ier che Guilt: Vari 
all | an un. baptized Heathen at the great Day. will not change 


Ob! 
nal Wa: 


At places with many baptized Chriſtians: Oh, Beg of G 
be | then, that you may be born of the Spirit, as well agbarn - 


or, | of Waterg.that as you Are baptized into Chriſt, 


ay 


Baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire: 


be ren partakers of; the Sanctitying Graces of, the 
Holy s 


; of here, b_ widened : a breach il this ene Who 
er 1 | : | were 


expe. an eternal fellowſhip ard | Communion with: 


put on Chriſt ;. tbat is, partake ofthis Holy: Nature, ami : " 
imitate dis Holy Life: In a word, pray that you may e 


that is, 


irit, 2 Operation. is like Fire, burding 4 
up 1 regs of our Luſts, and the Drolß of our Ce. 4 


to ally, I ſhall ſubjoyn a word of Friendly wann 21 ; | 
ob- to. you, who have aſſumed to you? ſelf che Aurhoricy 
to} of a publick Teacher in this Place, who have crept in 
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- - "were lately a moſt United Body: and are daily enden, 
Pouriag to devide thein more and more, by perſwadiag 
© hem to renounce their firſt Dedication to God in Bap- 
tim, and to enter ifito. your Communion after the way 
© of Dipping. I folemnly profeſs I bare no ill will unto 
7 5 perſon: But I really pitty you as a Perfon mifled 
& — Hy-che prejudices of Education, and miſleading others, 
by undertaking an Office (to get Bread) I fear: which 
Fon are no way qualified for, as appears pattly by 
your 'own confeflion, and more fully by your Letter 
Written to me, which alaſs, is fo far from containing 
anything of Arguments, that it wants common ſenſe. 1 
peak nor this to ſhame you, but in real Charity I warn 
vou, to Learn before you undertake to Teach: or if you 

' muſt be at Teaching, re- aſſume your late proſeſſion 
-of Teaching Children to Read, and pretend not to be 
 - anInſtructer of Men of Underſtanding By this time, 
I hope you ſee juſt cauſe of bluſhing at your own Igno- 
mac and raſhneſs in Condemning the Doctrine and 
- practice of the Church of England, (and therein of all 
tie Reformed Churches) with reference to Infant Bap- 
" . iſm; as Erroneous and Scriptureleſs. This was the 
charge given in your Letter, and how you have defend. 
dd and made good the Charge, I had rather the Audito- 
E ry thould tell you than my ſe lt. a 
ter all che pains 1 have here taken, I have but ſmall 
[hopes of ſeeing your new Ptoſelites which you have 
ſtolen from us, Re-baptized into our Principles, (for an 
'| - hundred are ſooner miſled than ten recovered but if 1 
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| can for the future prevent our Peoples being dipt into 


Four Opinions, I have what I aim'd at: and if what 1 
= have now delivered be ſo far influenced by the Divine 
= Blefling, as to contribute ſomething towards the eſta- 
_— "bliſhmencofany one Soul whom you have endeavoured 
_— ounce, 1 ſha}! for ever Bleſs Almighty God for the 
= honor he has put upon me, and account my preſent pains 
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© abundantly compenſated. 
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The Practical Uſe of Infant - Baptiſm. 
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be Practical Uſe of Infaxt-Baptiſm &c. Of, 
As to your ſelf and thoſe whom you have perverted, 
Prayer ſhall be to Almighty God to, guide you-by 
45 is Word, and Spirit into all Truth; to reduce you? 
* Finto the Communion of our Church, in which +. 
hings neceſlary to your Salvation are enjoyed, and -: 
preſerv perſevere you therein to his Heaven 
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And for my ſelf and the chief body. G 
this People here aſſembled, may Almighty GG 
(eep. us eufaſt in his Truth, edifie and build us 
ne ſup in Grace and Knowledge; and may the God 
G of Peace, which brought again from the Dead our 

Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd of his Sheep; 
„u [make us perfect in every good Work to do his 
Win. Now brethren I commend you to God, and 
to the Word of his Grace, which is able to build: you, 
up and to give an Inheritance amongſt them that 
re SanQtined. Amen. 
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